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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
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even more to the profits. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
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When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
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the list is almost endless. 
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OPENING BELL 


S I THUMB through the pages in this issue, two features, completely unrelated, 

mesh together in my mind. One is the third part of the story “The Blinding Of Chris 
Adams" on page 35 in which Peter King reports the death of Gino Hernandez. The other 
is the story that accompanies Bill Apter’s interview with Bruno Sammartino, “The 
Legend Comes Back—The Physical Dimension” on page 31. 

It occurs to me that Bruno Sammartino has been an active wrestler for just about the 
same number of years that Gino Hernandez lived. Proudly, Bruno Sammartino, a 
physical marvel at the age of 49, fights for his people and for the image of his sport—just 
as he did in 1959 when he made his pro debut, in 1963 when he won his first WWF title, 
in 1975 when he won his second, and to this day, as he defies all sports logic by making 
his third comeback and makes men half his age look foolish in the ring. 

Tragically, Gino Hernandez, an 11-year veteran at the age of 28 and seemingly at the 
top of his profession, died from an overdose of cocaine. A body that had taken the worst 
that 250- and 300-pound men could offer, could no longer muster a counterattack. It was 
reported in the Dallas Times Herald that autopsy results showed that he had died of 
what Dr. James Weiner of the Dallas County Medical Examiner's office called “acute 
cocaine overdose.” 

The professional and private lives of these two men create a gloomy counterpoint. As 
you will lea from reading Bill Apter’s interview, Bruno Sammartino came to this 
country with a 90-pound body and a dream. Before he would see that dream reach 
fruition, he would have to triple the size of his body and learn the art of survival in the 
world’s most grueling sport. To say only that he was “determined” would do an 
injustice to the desire that drove him from young adulthood to manhood and converted 
him from a 90-pound dreamer to a 265-pound achiever. 

Achievement to Bruno Sammartino was not a one-shot deal. His defeat of Buddy 
Rogers for the WWF title on Apmil 17, 1963, was only 48 seconds ina career he was 
going to make every effort to prolong. To prolong a career that depends on the 
condition of your body, a man must reach an understanding with himself. “I’m proving 
that if you really are dedicated to what you do, by hard training, by living a clean life— 
you know, no smoking, no alcoholic beverages, and stuff like that—that perhaps this age 
thing is a myth,” he told Apter. 

Gino Hernandez never came to terms with his body. He would take his body for 
granted because he had more natural athletic ability than most of his peers. Unlike 
Bruno, Gino did not know how to navigate a straight path to the top of his profession. 
After making his debut at 17 years old and establishing himself as a top-notch pro, his 
ego steered him off-course and he crash-landed in Hollywood, U.S.A., in late 1982. He 
decided that he was gorgeous enough to become a movie star. It must have been 
devastating to find out that one doesn’t become an actor by simply proclaiming oneself 
an actor. 

After experiencing failure for the first time in his life, Hernandez tried to revive his 
wrestling career. Only a man with his talent could come back after a year layoff and 
perform as if he had taken a mere night off. Although he was on course again, he was 
traveling that course in a lane that was so blurred, many of his wrestling peers never 
knew it existed. He was speeding to disaster. 

It'sa sad fact that drug stories are becoming as commonplace on the sports pages as 
box scores. Lawrence Taylor, the brilliant linebacker for the New York Giants, 
recognized his cocaine problem and committed himself to a drug rehabilitation center. 
Micheal Ray Richardson, the standout guard with the New Jersey Nets, is a three-time 
loser who has been in and out of rehab centers and is being given one more chance by 
the NBA before being banned from the league. The NBA and the NFL, along with Major 
League Baseball, have been hit hard by drug (particularly cocaine) problems. 

No one knows how widespread drug use is in professional wrestling. But one would 
have to be naive to believe it doesn’t exist in wrestling when it exists in every other 
sport—and in every walk of life. It is crucial that promoters and commissioners 
recognize the problem and take steps to make sure that it is controlled, 

Thanks to the stringent regulations of their respective leagues, Lawrence Taylor and 


Micheal Ray Richardson will get the chance they need. Gino Hernandez, sadly, will not. 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to; Feedback; Wrestling 86, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


WINDHAM MADE A GOOD MOVE 

Congratulations to Wrestling 86 for a 
great Spring issue. I’m specifically refer- 
ting to Bill Apter and Craig Peters’ article 
about Barry Windham (“Barry Windham— 
The Man Who Said ‘No’ To The WWF!’’). 
They say a picture is worth a thousand 
words, and your cover shot told it all. I re- 
read the story several times before feel- 
ing the full impact of Barry's words. 

The WWF's loss is the NWA’s gain. 
Unfortunately for us Quebec fans, it’s our 
loss, too, since NWA Florida wrestling is 
not televised up here. 

The interview was very informative. It 
gave everyone another point of view, 
from someone who's been there. I fully 
agree with Barry's reasons for leaving, but 
I was surprised he made no reference to 
the match of August 24, 1985. Johnny Val- 
iant’s blatant intervention was the reason 
Windham and Mike Rotundo lost the 


I guess that as long as fans pay for all 
the junk McMahon's peddling, he'll never 
realize that all is not nght in the world. 
How deaf, dumb, and blind can one man 
be? It sure didn’t take long for Vince to 
find a clone to replace Windham; in my 
opinion, Dan Spivey should have stayed 
put as Starship Eagle. 

Thank you again for your superb arti- 
cle. Keep up the excellent work! 

ANNE CHARRON 
Pierrefonds, Quebec 


WWF-—GIVE ME A BREAK! 

I've been a wrestling fan for 12 years 
now, and I've been wanting to write to a 
wrestling magazine for a long time. I like 
Wrestling 86 because it tells it like it is. 

I think that Vince McMahon owes the 
real wrestling fans an apology for the gar- 
bage he has dreamed up. He has attract- 
ed doll collectors, cartoon watchers, and 


WWF tag team championship to Greg 
Valentine and Brutus Beefcake, and that 
would have been enough for me to toss 
in the towel. The article proved that 
blood is indeed thicker than water. 
Actually, reading Barry’s comments 
really puts the WWF in a different per- 
spective, specifically Vince McMahon. He 
has increased the popularity of wrestling 
up to a point, but now I feel he’s getting 
carried away with the big bucks he’s rak- 


Barry Windham, twisting The Purple Haze’s arm 
during a match in Florida, made a wise choice 
by leaving the WWF, writes Anne Charron. 


ing in. Like Barry said, wrestling is a 
sport, not a sideshow. To exploit people 
in order to make a buck is inhuman, but 
to exploit them at their jobs and not allow 
them the chance to better themselves is 
sheer stupidity. It's a shame that more 
wrestlers haven't come forward to voice 
their unhappiness, 


other goofballs who know nothing about 
the sport, while he has slapped people 
like me in the face. McMahon owes the 
true fans an apology because he has tak- 
en the best talent in the world and made 
them TV stars, and he thinks we're too 
stupid to see that. 

He is wasting Roddy Piper’s awesome 
wrestling talent by putting him behind a 
microphone. He has destroyed Rick 
Steamboat as a wrestler by having him 


AWA HEROES? GIVE ME THE WARRIORS INSTEAD! 


By Mary Lou Kvatek 


We must give the AWA full credit for accomplishing one of its 
goals—they will never be accused of using subtlety or finesse, 
but they have done what they set out to do. 

When the NWA wanted to oust The Road Wamiors, they 
came up with the idea to ban Hawk and Animal on a series of 
trumped-up charges. The public outrage to this plan put a stop 
to it, and the Wamiors chose on their own to move to the AWA. 

Hawk and Animal held the AWA World tag team champion- 
ship for more than a year, and none of the countless teams 
challenging them were able to win it. These teams rearranged 
themselves in all possible combinations, but still had the same 
lack of success. At least until September 29, 1985. 

On that night, The Freebirds pitched in to help Jim Garvin and 
Steve Regal, resulting in the Warriors’ loss of the title. Where 
was the referee? Watching the action outside the ring! Where 
was the AWA security system? Invisible! And where was AWA 
President Stanley Blackbur? He never seems to be there to see 
the action for himself. 

In spite of all these discrepancies, as well as the fact that the 
AWA officials refused to believe or act on the visual evidence of 
foul play as shown on the tape and photos of that match, the 
Warnors could have easily recovered their titles if they were 
given a rematch. Why weren't they given a rematch? And who 
decided that issue? 


It looks suspiciously like the AWA took quick advantage of 
this situation to put the title once again within reach of their 
“boys.” Since only their highly promoted favorites were given 
title matches against Garvin and Regal, it comes as no surprise 
that the new titleholders are Curt Hennig and Scott Hall. 

In two-on-three matches, Hennig was unable to beat the War- 
riors. He won't be able to beat them with Hall, either, but I hope 
he remembers the countless number of matches the Warriors 
gave him. It’s only right that he does them the courtesy of 
signing for a title defense, thereby giving them (at long last) their 
chance to reclaim their title. 

As for Hall, before he tums into a good wrestler he needs to 
leam some basic self-control. At a recent match in which The 
Long Riders defeated Hennig and Hall, Scott repeatedly and 
loudly screamed profanities at the Irwins. He ought to realize 
that there are a lot of children within hearing distance—in this 
case, six of them were mine, and I fiercely resent Hall shouting 
out words they do not hear at home. 

If this is the AWA’s idea of a “hero,” I’m glad my family is 
unanimous in admiring Hawk and Animal. They don’t need to 
use words to impress anyone. All they do is step into the ring; 
their talent speaks for itself. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin.) 


Each issue, Wrestling 86 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on 
an issue he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 


8 / Wrestling 86 


look, talk, and act like Bruce Lee. He also 
has a champion [Hulk Hogan] who has 
made a mockery of the sport. The champ 
(or chump”) showed more wrestling skill 
in Rocky III than when he won the belt 
from The Iron Sheik (who is by far a bet- 
ter wrestler). 

McMahon further insulted and conned 
the wrestling world, because when he 
began to expand the WWF he put to- 
gether some great cards that were sec- 
ond to none. Then, after he secured him- 
self, he said the heck with all of us and 
made wrestling into a carmival, a wed- 
ding, and a toy shop. 

Finally, I have messages for a few 
people: 

Vince McMahon—We want wrestling, 
not hype, cartoons, and dolls. One day 
you'll be knocked off your pedestal un- 
less you change. 

Roddy Piper—Please leave the WWF 
and get to the NWA. Your “Pit” is great, 
but it doesn’t exceed your presence in 
the ring. I’d rather see you with a belt 
around your waist than a microphone in 
your hand, 

Rick Steamboat—Dump the “Dragon” 
image. 


Rick Steamboat would be better off without the 
“Dragon’’ image he adopted in the WWF, ac- 
cording to Michael Brutto. 


FEEDBACK 


Road Warriors—Please don't go to the 
WWF. If you do, you'll only become 575 
pounds of hype. 

Johnny Valiant—Barry Windham is alive 
and well in the wrestling world. 

Jesse The Body—Hats off to the only 
man in the WWF who tells it like it is. 

MICHAEL BRUTTO 
Mt. Vernon, NY 


[Editor's note; Results of last issue’s “You 
Decide,” in which we asked you whether 
Vince McMahon was helping or hurting 
wrestling, appear on page 59,] 


THE BEST OF THE BEST 

Being a wrestling fan for almost 20 
years, I’d like to think I’ve seen the best 
fight it out in the ring. Up until recently, I 
thought the best to be Ric Flair, Roddy 
Piper, and Tully Blanchard. 

Although he could probably be the 
consummate wrestler, I've had to be- 
grudgingly cross Flair off the list for the 
constant referee tossing in order to save 
the belt, and the inordinate amount of 
time he wastes on wrestling’s own “fat 
tub of goo,” Dusty Rhodes. 

I used to think that Piper could set the 
world on fire in the ring, but since joining 
the WWF cartoon bunch I’m afraid 
Roddy is about as rowdy as a small soap 
dish. And how could he possibly be 
chummy with Greg Valentine after “The 
Hammer” almost knocked out half of Pip- 
ers hearing in that brutal dog collar 
match a few years back? 

Blanchard can still amaze when he 
wants to, but since hooking up with the 
hapless J.J. Dillon, all Blanchard has 
achieved is a bunch of DQs thanks to 
Dillon chucking brass knuckles and what- 
not his way. 

So far in 1986, the only wrestler I feel 
worth waving the flag for is Ronnie Garvin 
(the first fan favorite that’s been a favorite 
of mine). Garvin consistently surprises 
me. The guy’s made of old boots: He 
keeps in-ring hysterics to a minimum, yet 
always enthralls the crowd. And, I swear, 
he’s got a counter for every wrestling 
move ever invented. Garvin's time-lmit 
draw match against Flair in Atlanta’s Omni 
on January 19 was one of the best and 
most exciting wrestling matches this jad- 
ed pup has ever seen! 

I know the year is young, but if he 
keeps things going like this and doesn’t 
wimp out like eve’y other fan favorite be- 
fore him, you guys can save some time 
by going ahead and putting Ronnie Gar- 
vin’s photo on the cover of the ’86 Wres- 
tler of the Year issue! 

STEVEN PRAZAK 
Atlanta 


WHAT AN INSULT! 

I really enjoy reading your magazine. I 
think it is one of the best on the market. 
Until your Spring 1986 issue, I never felt I 
had to react to an article and voice an 
opposing view. But as an avid bodybuild- 
er and future wrestling hopeful, I took the 
‘In This Comer” segment by Jim 
Schuermann (““Musclemen Must Go!”) as 
a slap in the face. 

You know that a wrestler with a spare 
tire around his waist weighing 300 
pounds is a lot less likely to last to a 60- 
minute draw than someone weighing 300 
pounds of hardened muscle. This is why I 
think weightlifting, and generally keeping 
in shape, is very important in the sport of 
wrestling. 


reader Chuck Stout admires. Jim Schuermann is 
not the kind of writer Chuck admires. 


Besides, you know and I know that 
someone who does his share of working 
out, like Magnum T.A., The Road War- 
riors, Billy Jack, and even Nikita Koloff, 
are more pleasing to look at than wres- 
tlers that are fat and out of shape, and that 
take absolutely no pride in themselves 
and their bodies, like Baron Von Raschke, 
Adrian Adonis, and (please, someone find 
this guy a bra) Abdullah the Butcher. 

CHUCK STOUT 
Rockford, IL 0 
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NEWSLINE 


Artist/cartoonist Rick Bettez Jr. of Hollywood, Florida, is a wrestling fan in his early 
20s, married, with a baby son. Somewhere between the diapering and his job and 
watching wrestling on TV, Rick found the time to draw the above cartoon and send 
it to Wrestling 86. In a letter accompanying the drawing, Rick says that he doesn’t 
want “to be another person to jump on the ‘I hate Vince’ bandwagon, but he has 
tumed the WWF into a circus of the stars.” This, then, is Rick’s rendition of that 
circus’ center ring! 


DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME! 

So you say you want to be a pro- 
fessional wrestler? You want to bask 
in the glory of the spotlight, drink in 
the cheers of the fans, maybe even 
appear on the cover of Wrestling 86? 

Remember this basic, often over- 
looked rule of sports: Everyone has 
got to start somewhere. 

Yes, there was actually a time 
when Dwight Gooden couldn't throw 
a baseball, when Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar couldn't sky hook, when 
Wayne Gretzky couldn’t skate, and 
when Ric Flair couldn't strut. At 
some moment in their lives, all these 
athletes began from scratch, learning 
the basics of their respective sports. 

The best place to learn the basics 
of wrestling is to train with a high 
school or college coach and learn 
the fundamentals of the amateur side 
of the sport. But now there’s a new 
book that demonstrates the funda- 
mentals of the professional side of 
wrestling: Pro Wrestling Finishing 
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LeBell, a former pro who held sev- 
eral regional titles, demonstrates the 
moves along with current pro Mando 
Guerrero. The 160page book is 
packed with step-by-step photos de- 
tailing the intricacies of such moves 
as the abdominal stretch (three varia- 
tions are provided), the cobra clutch, 
and the figure-four leglock. The 
lengthiest chapter (chapter nine, 34 
pages) is devoted to arm, elbow, and 
shoulder locks. 

While many of the moves and 
holds may be extremely punishing in 
match use, there are repeated 
wamings against unsanctioned us- 
age, and various safety precautions. 
For chapter nine noted above, LeBell 
writes: “Armlock techniques are safe 
if done with proper care. Do not jerk 
or yank on the armlock. Put the pres- 
sure on gradually. Allow your oppo- 
nent to submit before the arm is 
injured.” 

Illegal moves are covered as well: 
Chapter five details nearly a dozen 
chokeholds, for example, while 
chapter eight teaches the “behind 
the eye socket cnish” and the “be- 
hind the chin dislocation.” 

Even if you don’t intend on testing 


J aw, Gene LeBell uses a half Boston crab kneelock against Superstar Graham in a 1972 match at the 
Holds (Pro-Action Publishing, $10.95) Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, LeBell describes the application of the hold in his book Pro 
by Gene LeBell. Wrestling Finishing Holds. 


your mettle in the pro ranks some- 
day, odds are you'll find Pro Wres- 
tling Finishing Holds a fascinating 
study of pro moves and maneuvers. 
THAT’S “MRS. DOLL’ TO YOU! 
It’s fairly common knowledge that 
Baby Doll (the subject of this issue’s 
“Crossfire” on page 18) has offered 


her valet services to several wrestlers 
under several different names: Nickla 


At 


es 


Lt. 


Roberts, Andrea the Giant, Nicola the 
Lady Giant, and now Baby Doll. 
What's not common knowledge at all 
is that Baby Doll’s mother was a pro- 
fessional wrestler. 

“Mars. Doll” is, in fact, Lorraine 
Johnson, who wrestled in the late 
60s and early ’60s. Lorraine held sev- 
eral major regional women’s titles 
during that time, and had a vicious 
feud with another top woman wres- 
tler of the day, Kay Noble. 

“Sure, I come from a strong wres- 
tling background,” Baby Doll told 
Wrestling 86. “I never had any rea- 
son to talk about it before, but I have 
nothing to hide. My mom was a 
wrestler, and a good one at that. My 
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dad is Nick Roberts, himself a former 
wrestler who held a lot of titles in his 
day.” 

What are Baby Doll’s parents do- 
ing today? 

“My folks live in Lubbock, Texas, 
where my mom is an official with the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
My dad is a promoter for World 
Class championship wrestling.” 

With such a strong parental back- 


Baby Doll's mother, Lorraine Johnson (left), was a star wrestler in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 


and Florida areas—not to mention in- 
termittent tours of Japan! ... Billy 
Jack Haynes may finally have decid- 
ed on a place to call home. We hear 
that he will soon be opening a gym 
in Portland, Oregon ... Superfly Afi 
is a fine wrestler, but he’s having a 
hard time filling the void left when 
Jimmy Snuka departed from the 
WWF; Afi has been the recipient of 
heavy jeers and boos in most arenas 
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Stan Hansen (above) plans to defend his AWA World title in Japan. 


ground in the sport, did Baby Doll 
learn the fundamentals of the sport 
from her mother and father? 

“Well, that’s one thing I really 
don’t want to talk too much about,” 
Baby doll said. ‘But I will say that 
yes, my mom used to show me some 
moves while I was a teenager. And 
hey—it’s like riding a bicycle, right? 
Once you leam .. |!” 

Jim Garvin's valet, Precious, should 
take note of this, and beware of be- 
ing drawn into any match confronta- 
tions with Baby Doll—a distinct possi- 
bility, now that Garvin and Precious 
are competing in the World Champi- 
onship area. 


RANDOM NOTES 

How long will Randy Savage re- 
main WWF Intercontinental champi- 
on? Oddsmakers are saying that the 
“Macho Man’s” title victory over Tito 
Santana will result in one of the 
shortest I-C reigns ever, due mainly 
to the fact that Savage views the title 
only as a steppingstone to Hulk Ho- 
gan’s WWF belt ... Bruiser Brody 
will be returning to the AWA for sev- 
eral matches, as the “lifetime ban” 
on him was recently lifted. That 
means Brody is wrestling now in the 
AWA, World Class, Texas All-Star, 


... AWA World champ Stan Hansen 
is scheduled to tour Japan and de- 
fend his title there in April ... Jake 
“The Snake” Roberts will be wres- 
tling in the WWF by the time you 
read this ... Wahoo McDaniel re- 
cently gained a victory over NWA 
World champion Ric Flair when he 
pinned Flair in a non-title cage match 
in Ft. Pierce, Florida Col. 
Dubearis of South Africa is a new 
arrival in the AWA ... The Road 
Warriors are sporting new outfits: 
leather vests with protruding spikes. 
Hawk’s outfit reportedly cost over 
$5,000! 


THE LAST WORDS 

(1) WWF head Vince McMahon, in 
response to Howard Cosell’s refusal to 
become the primary announcer for 
WWF wrestling programs: “Well, 
____ ___ you, Howard! Wrestling’s go- 
ing to be the biggest sport in this 
county, and I dont need you 
anyway!” 

(2) Howard Cosell, wniting about 
McMahon and the above incident in 
his current book, I Never Played The 
Game: “After I hung up, I thought Mc- 
Mahon was a real kook. I still do—but 
he’s an incredibly successful one.” 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Matt Brock 


HULKAHOLICS 


HE DEMONS OF excess tend to be sadistic to the 

troubled mind. In my case, I’ve been doing a lot of 
thinking lately about this issue’s cover story in particular, 
and about the WWF champion in general. I spent the 
other night discussing these matters with some stoolside 
compadres of mine, and made the mistake of sticking 
around until closing time. 

Then I made the further mistake of falling asleep. 

I found myself in the basement of a suburban church, 
sitting on a folding chair of the type that is so uncomfort- 
able there should be a federal ban on the things. I 
rubbed my eyes a few times before I realized that it 
wasn’t my vision that was cloudy, it was the air itself. 1 
looked around, and it seemed that everyone was sinok- 
ing a cigarette. When they weren’t smoking, they were 
drinking coffee. 

A skinny man about six feet tall, with sunken cheeks, 
dark eyes, and leathery skin, stepped behind the lectein 
at the front of the room and cleared his phlegmy throat 
The other people in the room, about 40 or 50 in all, 
shuffled about in their seats and faced front, giving the 
leather man their full attention; there was no need for him 
to bang the gavel in his hand. 

“Good evening,” the leather man said, not unlike the 
way Bela Lugosi would have said it. “My name is Abe, 
and I’m a Hulkaholic.” 

“Good evening, Abe,’ the audience responded. 

“Before we hear from tonight's two speakers, I'd like to 
remind everyone, and to say to any new members 
present tonight, that the only requirement for H.A. mem- 
bership is a desire to stop thinking that Hulk Hogan is the 
greatest wrestler since Frank Gotch. There are no dues 
or fees for membership. Each group has but one pur- 
pose, and that is to carry our messaye to othe 
Hulkaholics who still suffer.” 

I couldn't believe it. My God! H.A.! Hulkaholics 
Anonymous! 

The leather man continued: “Hulkaholics Anonymous 
has no opinion on outside issues. Our public relations 
policy is based on attraction rather than promotion. Ano- 
nymity is the spiritual foundation of our traditions, ever 
reminding us to place principles before personalities. 
And now I'd like to tum the meeting over to our first 
speaker.” 

The leather man stepped away from the lectern and 
handed the gavel to a person that looked reimarkably like 
Eddie Ellner. The Ellner person slammed the gavel three 
times, looked around the room, and smiled. 

“Good evening, everyone. My name is Eddie and I’m 
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a Hulkaholic.” 

“Good evening, Eddie!” the audience responded. 

“Before I tell you my story, how I realized I was a 
Hulkaholic and what I did to handle that, I'd like to go 
over the 12 suggested steps of H.A. 

“First, we admitted to ourselves that we were power- 
less over Hulkamania—that our lives had become unman- 
ageable. Next, we came to believe that a Power greater 
than ourselves could restore us to sanity. Third, we made 
a decision to tum our will and our lives ...” 

I sat on that damnable uncomfortable chair and lis- 
tened. I was amazed. I tured to the person sitting next 
to me, a woman of about 60 years of age who wasn't 
really listening to what Eddie was saying—I guess she 
had heard it all a few hundred times before—and I asked 
her about H.A. 

“Believe me, H.A. is wonderful,” she said. “It helped 
me so much. You're new here, aren’t you? Yeah, I guess 
you are, I haven't seen you before. Welcome. Anyway, | 
really was caught up in this Hulkamania thing, that Hulk 
Hogan was the greatest wrestler anywhere, that he was a 
superb scientific wrestler, that he could beat anyone else 
anywhere in wrestling.” 

But what helped her change her attitude, | asked. 

“Well, different things change different people. That's 
why we all stand up there at one time or another and tell 
our particular stories. For me, it was seeing Ric Flair and 
Magnum T.A. wrestle to a one-hour draw. For someone 
else, it could be the memory of a particular Bob Back- 
lund WWF title defense. There are a few people here 
who admire the Von Enchs. And there’s one man, I'll 
introduce you later, who went to Japan for the 1984 Sum- 
mer IWGP tournament and saw Antonio Inoki beat Hulk 
Hogan. There are as many stories as there are admirers.” 

The thing I found interesting was that this woman had 
the same glassy evangelical look in her eyes as my eight- 
year-old nephew has in his eyes when he talks about 
how great Hogan is. 

{ thanked the woman for her opinion and tumed my 
attention to the speaker, Eddie, who seemed to be about 
done. 

“And now I'd like to tum the meeting over to tonight’s 
second speaker, someone you're all familiar with, a man 
who needs no introduction, Matt Brock.” 

| awoke in a cold sweat, shaking nervously. That's the 
last time I stick around until closing time. oO 


Matt Brock is a veteran wrestling columnist and an 
occasional contributor to this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


ELCOMING TO YOU, stupid 
Americans. Prepare to bow 
down to the Sheik’s Anny. 

I have been spanning the globe 
these days. I made deals for 
megabucks in stock and harem 
transactions, increasing my vast for- 
tune. I sold cherished petrol fields to 
OPEC big wheels. I bought the most 
expensive contract in the history of 
sporting events for the most devastat- 
ing powerbeast in the history of 
sporting events—The Barbarian. I ne- 
gotiated with Warsaw Pact brother- 
in-arms Chris Markoff for the contract 
of Russia’s greatest athlete, Boris 
Zukhov. The Sheik’s Army will grow, 
and grow, and grow, and grow 
again, and the AWA and the world 
at large will be powerless to stop it. 

I am a terrorist of wrestling, and I 
am proud to be. Stupid Yankees 


By Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie 


SHEIK ADNAN-AL KAISSIE:; 
MY PLANS TO TAKE OVER 


THE AWA 


Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie, the outspoken manager 
of Nord the Barbarian, Boris Zukhov, and The 
Mongolian Stomper, was a terrorist before most 


your phony allegiance to a firing 
squad! You touched my headdress! 
You dared to strike me! Do you 
know what the punishment for that in 
my homelands is, Gomer boy? It is 
the law of the Qu’ran that a peasant 
who merely lays hands on a sheik’s 
bumoose must have fingers lopped 
off with a Khyber sword and fed to 
mangy dogs. I cannot reveal the pun- 
ishment for stiking a sheik. Delicate 
Arab children may be reading. 

@ Destroy Fat Boy Blackwell: There 
is no place in a strong healthy Arab 
world for a traitor with seven bellies 
and a bloated black heart. You are 
another sick fool who waves your 
putrid flag between courses of 
cancerburgs and malteds at local Big 
Boy Shoppes. In my homelands you 
would have either been executed or 
milked. Come, country boy patriot, 


cheer their dingbat cowboy Presi- 
dent when he insults my peoples and Allah’s hallowed 
warriors. Stupid Americans who boo the great Sheik fail 
to know that I am a hero throughout the Arab world. The 
terrorist is a force for liberty and freedom, like the sim- 
ple-headed Minutemen and Boston Tea Party terrorists of 
your Revolution. 

When I traveled the sun-kissed sands of my peoples, 
hobnobbing with kings and fellow sheiks, I heard one 
message true and clear: “INVADE THEM!” ‘They are 
weak, soft, and elderly in the AWA,” the megarich 
Duchy of Oman said. “Time is npe to terrorize!” My main 
guiding light and inspiration was the great handsome 
genius of Libya, dashing Col. Khadafy. “Destroy the Yan- 
kee dogs,” the immortal desert hero advised. “Take no 
prisoners!” I would gladly die gasping for air in molten 
dromedary camel dung if I could someday accept his 
manly salute for a mission accomplished. 

Yes, the Sheik’s Army plans to do the following: 

@ Destroy Sgt. Slaughter: You declared war on my peo- 
ples long ago, you hippo-chinned boob. You are the big- 
shot symbol of Yankee crimes against humanity, and you 
must SUFFER! Comrade Zukhov will wrap your little 
whistle around a broken neck when he is through with 
you, you stinking grunt. Torture is too good for you, 
Slaughter. We should hijack your camouflage Cadillac 
and drive you to my homelands, where you'll pledge 
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people ever heard of the word. 


let me tell you how many of your 
redneck Congressmen I own. The Barbarian will break 
your legs, if he can find them, and splint them with 
makeshift bandages of blood-stained Old Glory. 

@ Destroy Old Man Gagne and the Boy: You two pa- 
thetic slobs are still around. The Arab world has lost 
patience with your incompetence. Old Man Veme, we 
will hasten your short trip to the beyond! Tootsie Roll 
Greg, you will fulfill my homeland’s need for slave labor! 

® Destroy Stan Hansen: Yes, this means you, too, mle- 
breaker redneck. Your ruthless tactics are honorable, but 
we must control the World championship and present 
the cherished belt to Col. Khadafy. You will be permitted 
to beg us for work as an international mercenary, but you 
will work for the Third World alone under pain of inde- 
scribable torture. 

@ Destroy Candi Divine and all female wrestlers: The 
very idea of women in the workplace! It is the most 
digusting, decadent part of American wrestling, Divine, 
Shem Martel, and all other unveiled ring harlots will be 
branded and presented with kind indulgence to the most 
opulent harems of the world. Cooking, cleaning, and 
spawning Arab children are the only earthly tasks of 
female swine. 

Ah, you stupid Americans say it can’t happen here. 
Where will you hide when the AWA becomes the Arab 
Wrestling Alliance? Oo 
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July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow, 
August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 
September 1974/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham, 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 
comunty, 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 
March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 
April 1976/Stories include; Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco 
June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 
August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. : 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 
October 1976/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 
November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton, 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 
February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 
May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
cm Sheik, Race. 

ust 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
arg am, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 


March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel, 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling ||, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund, 
February 1979/Stories bagel Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, 

April 1979/Stories include: mae Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski, 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie, 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
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November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include; Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler, 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Enrich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include; Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon, 

November 1982/Stories include; Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include; Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 


August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
\l, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin, 
April 1984/Stories include; Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 
May 1984/Stories include; Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, lron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include; 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair, 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs, 
June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 
August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include; Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, The Road 
Warriors 
February 1986/Stories include: Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express, The Road Warriors, Mulli- 
gan & Windham 
March 1986/Stories include; Windham 
& Rotundo, Road Warriors vs. The Rus- 
sians, Hillbilly Jim, Rude, Lawler 

| 1986/Stories include:Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 


Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
taco, Funk, Lawler. 


July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include; Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ll, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
mantino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include; Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 
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May 1979/Stories include; Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Hl, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar, 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras, 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar, 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 


August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 


September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Morales. 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich, 
February 1981/Stories include; Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling I! 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel 

duly 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas, 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino, 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include; Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 


September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 


Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include; Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers, 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Yon 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloft. 

| March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
j Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

duly 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer, 
January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 
niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen 

March 1986/Stories include: Lance Von 
Erich, Duggan, Hansen vs. Martel 
April 1986/Stories include: Kevin Von 


Erich, Rude, Lex Lugar, Hogan, Mag- 
num TA. 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
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CROSSFIRE 


BABY DOLL 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Eliner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 
or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


EDDIE ELLNER: I’m curently dat- 
ing a feminist who swore on her Glo- 
na Steinem underwear she would 
end our relationship if I called you 
Baby Doll. May I call you Nickla? 
BILL APTER: | think that feminist 
you're dating is really a he who likes 
wearing dresses. No offense, of 
course. 

EE: Of course, flatulence breath. 
Nickla, darling, how are you? How’s 
Dusty? 

BABY DOLL: We’re fine. We just 
spent four days in Antigua. Dusty 
taught me how to water ski and scu- 
ba dive. We had a blast. 

BA: I was going to remark on how 
good you look. That tan really accen- 
tuates your features. 

BD: A little color really perks up 
your spirits. I also dropped a couple 
of pounds. I don’t know if you no- 
ticed but I was getting a little 
chunky around the hips. 

EE: Funny you should bring that sub- 
ject up, Nickla. It appeared for a 
while that you and Dusty weighed 
about... 

BA: Yo, ho hold. Excuse me. This is 
a wrestling interview, not a forum for 
your stupid one-liners. Baby Doll, 
how is Tully Blanchard surviving 
without you? We hear a lot of con- 
flicting reports at the magazine. 

BD: So do I, Bill. Being with Dusty 
has proven to me what I suspected 
a year ago—Tully is nothing more 
than a conniving, self-centered, ego- 
maniacal loser. It’s going to be glo- 
rious to watch Dusty take him apart 
piece by piece. Tully is a survivor, 
though. He’ll pull through. He’ll find 
some other girl to support him, an- 
other poor shoulder he can cry on. 
It takes a big container to fit Tully’s 
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The unedited transcript follows 


To the cheers of the crowd, Baby Doll leads 
Dusty Rhodes into the ring for a National title 
defense in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


ego into. He won’t stand being 
alone for long. 

EE: Speaking of big containers, what 
size wet suit did Dusty and you... 
BA: Ahem! Baby Doll, before Tully 
Blanchard you spent some time in 
the service of Gino Hemandez. How 
has Gino’s death affected you? 

BD: Oh, it’s so terrible, isn’t it? 
Y’know, Gino and I had started 
talking to each other about four 
months ago. Just small talk; y’know, 
how you feeling, what’d you do last 
night, who are you dating sort of 
stuff. Despite his ring image, he 
was such a generous, giving man. If 
you were his friend, he’d give you 
anything in the world. 

EE: Still, his blinding of Chris Adams 
will rank as one of the most vile inci- 
dents in ring history. 

BD: Hey, you know what it’s like in 
this business. People go crazy 
sometimes. Besides, Chris Adams 
inspires hatred. Look at his track 


record. Watch, now I bet if he 
comes back the fans start cheering 
for him again. Gino should be 
remembered as a good man and a 
good person. His heart was as big 
as a canyon. 
EE: While we're on the subject of 
canyons, what size waist does Dusty 
now... 
BA: Enough already, willya? Baby 
Doll, what are Dusty’s plans for the 
immediate future? Is he still looking 
for the NWA ttle? Has he had 
enough of Flair? Will he go back to 
tag teaming ever? 
EE: Js he thinking about retirement? 
BD: No, he is not thinking about re- 
tirement. Dusty is in the prime of 
his career. He’s at a point where his 
intelligence and wisdom have final- 
ly caught up to his power and 
strength. Your questions, Bill, I can 
answer easily. Dusty is always after 
another shot at Ric Flair. He’ll nev- 
er forgive the chump for what he 
and the Andersons did to him. Noth- 
ing would give him greater satisfac- 
tion than to take his NWA title. As 
far as tag teaming is concerned, I 
know Dusty has teamed with Mag- 
num T.A. and has also been inter- 
viewing a couple of young bucks. 
You know he discovered Dan 
Spivey, Sam Houston, along with 
dozens of others. He’s real interest- 
ed in working with unknowns right 
now. He knows it’s a gamble, but in 
his position he can take it. Either 
the kid’ll blossom under Dusty’s 
guidance, or he’ll disappear. 
EE: Speaking of disappearing, has 
anyone... 
BA: Ellner ... 
EE: ... has anyone here seen Bill’s 
(Continued on page 58) 


“Being with Dusty has 
proven to me what I 
suspected a year ago— 
Tully is nothing more 
than a conniving, self- 
centered, egomaniacal 
loser. It’s going to be 
glorious to watch Dusty 

take him apart piece 
by piece.’’ 


WALL TO WALL 
SUPER COLOR EXCITEMENT! 


This is the biggest offer in wrestling. A 4 a giant, 3-page, 22’’ x 32’’ SuperCenterfold 
pack of our giant Super Color Specials is (four times the size of a regular PWI 
perfect for every wrestling fan. Each Super centerfold)! In all, you receive more than 19 
Color Special contains articles and news on square feet of colorful wrestling excitement. 


the top stars in the sport. But [PRO | And the best news of all is 
the biggest thrill is when you resthin the price. You receive four 
unfold this magazine: Each HAA Cea ld ‘Super Color Specials for the 
Super Color Special features E Beeaihiy low ciaghs of #10. 00. 


Make Checks Payable And Send To: 


TV Sports 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Yes! I want four Super Color Specials. 
I enclose $10 for each 4-pack I’m ordering. 


Name 


Address 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. As a service to our readers, Wrestling 86 invites 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report”’ with 
those of future featured wrestlers 


STAN HANSEN 


SPEED: Hansen slithers like a crocodile and has the side-to-side 
dexterity of a bull elephant. Speed, as in sprinter’s speed or 
acrobat’s speed, he does not possess. His quickness is that of the 
bouncer grabbing the troublemaker in the bar, of the overweight 
detective running down the faster criminal. It is speed that menits 
the occasion. Never too much, always sufficient. 

Speed adequate enough to win him a world championship. 


STRENGTH: Hansen’s strength wasn’t bought with an executive 
membership from Holiday Health Spa. His power is the gnitty by- 
product of his life, which has been a struggle since his birth, a C- 
section that left his mother bed-ridden for months. Raising nine 
children, maintaining his 4,000-acre cattle ranch, and wrestling six 
days a week may not cultivate a weightlifter’s body; it = 
has, instead, imbued Hansen with the strength of 10 men. 1. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: To eam extra money in the 
beginning of his career, Hansen once taught an Advanced Suplex 
course at a professional wrestling school. In preparing for Hansen, 
many of his opponents devise strategies meant to counteract his 
savage nilebreaks, overlooking the fact that Stan Hansen is one of 
the most advanced scientific wrestlers in the world. Hansen won 
his belt by forcing Rick Martel to submit—a rare accomplishment 
in a title match—to his self-coined Brazos Valley backbreaker, a 
deft variation of the Boston crab. Opponents who un- 
derestimate Hansen's scientific skill dig their own graves. A+ 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Don't be entirely deceived by the 
belly protruding between the AWA title belt and Hansen's trunks. 
Hansen's diet is notorious: a steady, artery-hardening fare of red 
meat, eggs, chili, beer, and junk food. He is nutritionally retarded, 
yet he has consistently wrestled six-day weeks, 52-week years. He 
has threatened his body to adjust to the combined ngors of life 
and career. Hansen will never run a triathalon—but 

than: WHY HSU He? Have a peofsedoral wiedter | MER oE? 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Hansen's only weakness as challenger 
may make him invincible as champion. While Hansen’s strategies 
are in a class with Ric Flair’s, Buddy Rogers’, and Verne Gagne’s, 
his exuberance and bloodlust often interfere with his game plan. 
Hansen may be the most disqualified man in ning history. His 
ferocious outbursts—so often a chink in his title plans—will now 
safeguard the AWA crown. Throughout his career, Hansen has 
never submitted and is rarely pinned; natural losses for this mad- 
man are few and far between. Since a title cannot change hands 
on a DQ, look for Hansen’s reign to be a long B 

one. str 


OVERALL GRADE: Stan Hansen's career is best described as 
a champion in search of a title. Now that he possesess the elusive 
jewel, Hansen can rightfully be admitted to the pantheon of profes- 
sional wrestlers. With a style part virulence, part technique, Han- 
sen may have revolutionized a sport grown accustomed to com- 
partmentalizing its athletes. Stan Hansen defies categorization. He’s 
everything he needs to be and more. After 1] years in A 
the sport, the career of Stan Hansen, legend, has just begun. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


GARVIN 


Last year in Montreal, fans were stunned to witness the 
team of Jim and Ronnie Garvin square off against Gino 
Brito Jr. and Dino Bravo. Ordinarily, brother teams are as 
common as head wounds in wrestling, but this was 
unique. Ronnie, a fan favorite, and Jimmy, a nilebreaker, 
had not been on speaking terms for years. 

After that match, they (separately) informed the media 
that their alliance was a one-shot family affair, and that it 
would not be repeated in the near future. Jim returned to 
the AWA, where he won and lost half of that federation’s 
World tag team title with Steve Regal, and Ronnie revisit- 
ed the World Championship region to give NWA king- 
pin Ric Flair some of his most grueling battles yet. 

But Jim recently signed to compete in World Champi- 
onship, and nobody's sure of what’s going to happen 
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vs. 


JIM 
GARVIN| 


now that the two brothers are working in the same temm- 
tory. It won't be easy for them to avoid each other, but 
Ronnie is still appalled by his sibling’s rulebreaking and 
the illegal antics of Jim’s beloved valet Precious. Will Jim 
accept Ronnie’s shining example and go with fair play 
and science, as Buzz Sawyer changed his ways when he 
teamed with his brother Brett in Georgia? Or will Gor- 
geous Jimmy coerce Ronnie back to his dirty nilebreak- 
ing roots? The further developments of professional wres- 
tling’s own version of “East of Eden” will be interesting 
to follow in the months to come. 

We asked four experts familiar with both men—J,J. Dil- 
lon, Terry Garvin, Billy Jack Haynes, and Larry Zbyszko— 
to predict the results of a hypothetical match between 
the two brothers. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


BILLY JACK HAYNES 

I've been voted “Wrestling’s Sexiest Super- 
_ star,” and I know the dangers of falling for 
_ that kind of macho-god image. Jim Garvin has 
fallen for that image. He must kiss himself in 
the mirror when he's dabbing his armpits 
with deodorant in the moming. In fact, I 
wouldn't be surprised if he kissed his own 
armpits. His vanity is disgusting. 

His conceit would be the min of him in a 
match against his brother, Man, I've never 
met a more down-to-earth guy than Ronnie Garvin. I worked with him 
briefly in Georgia and the Mid-Atlantic, and | found that he loves to 
teach as well as wrestle, I leamed as much about wrestling from him as 
from Dusty or Magnum. 

See, it's Ronnie's attitude more than anything else that makes him so 
special. Pound for pound, he is so tough and brave. He’s worked his 
way up without being naturally as graceful as Mil Mascaras or as 
muscular as The Road Warriors. With the power of his brains and his 
enormous heart, he's established himself as one of the top three or four 
contenders for Ric Flair’s NWA title. Jim Garvin cares more about his 
hairstyle than his wrestling, and he’d be no match for Ronnie. 

I don't know if an honorable man like Ronnie would ever take a 
match against his brother, but if he wanted to teach him a lesson, he'd 
win with a piledriver pinfall inside of three minutes. Hopefully, it won't 
come down to that, 

Billy Jack Haynes is one of the most popular young wrestlers in the 


sport. At the moment, the young vagabond of the ring is pleasing the 
fans in his hometown Pacific Northwest territory. 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 

If you had asked me about this a year ago, 
1 would have said Gorgeous Jimmy by a 
inile. But you didn't ask me about this a year 


_ = ago, did you, scumbuckets? Nobody asks the 
‘ » greatest mind in wrestling until it’s too late, 
bs se! Ronnie Garvin is a scrub. That's all, no two 

a ways about it. He fires illegal closed-fist 


punches—“hands of stone” my back door, 
buddy!—and wins matches that way, slug- 
ging away when he loses a legal advantage. 
Jim Garvin knows how to wrestle scientifically. He's quick, he’s nimble, 
and he’s stronger thar he looks. Something happened to him when that 
canuck Martel kept cheating him out of the AWA World title, though. I 
think he got a little frustrated, and lost his killer instinct. He spent too 
much time partying with MTV morons like Stevie Nicks and racing 
limos on hot summer nights in the Nevada desert. 

I've done a little of that myself, but I've come to realize the value of 
training. You've got to achieve the perfect balance of Zen conditioning 
and ferocious brutality. Wrestling is a mental and spintual art as much 
as a physical art, Jimmy's been wasting too much time with the pop 
stars and the Permer. 

Ronnie is a stupid, talentless nonentity, but like a lot of morons he 
can be an animal. Even though Jimmy’s a great wrestler and Ronnie 
stinks, Rormie can still beat him if he’s mean enough. But if Jimmy 
doesn’t mind hospitalizing his own brother, he'll do it with ease. 
Larry Zbyszko is a former Americas champion, National champion, 
and WWF tag team co-titlist, He is one of the most controversial 
opinion makers in the sport. 


TERRY GARVIN 

Whoa, this is one tough assignment you 
fellas gave me. Make a choice amongst my 
two brothers. I don’t even want to think 
about that, Jimmy and Ronnie beating each 
other up. They did enough of that when they 
were litle tykes. 

But things would be different today. 
They're grown men who care about each 
other more than they'll admit. If they really 
did wrestle, they wouldn't want to put each 
other out of commission. Ronnie brawls, and Jimmy cheats and lets his 
valet interfere, I'll admit that. But they wouldn't pull any of that 
horsespit buddy to buddy, bro to bro. Fans would be shocked. It 
would be a clean, scientific match, 

I can even tell you the way it would start. Ronnie would legtrip 
Jimmy out, and circle around to clamp on a legscissors. Jimmy would 
try to headstand out of it and counter with a legscissors of his own. 
Ronnie would then probably scoop Jim up into a fireman's carry and 
drop him hard, I would be the perfect guy to broadcast this match, 
because I could anticipate their moves ahead of time. 

Yessirree Bob, I’m gonna take the easy way out. But Jimmy and 
Ronnie are two of the greatest wrestlers in the business since I retired, 
and I feel justified in predicting a time-limit scientific draw. Besides, no 
matter what the two big lugs say about each other, they'd never 
intentionally hurt each other. 

Terry Garvin teamed with brother Ronnie as a member of the notori- 
ous rulebreaking Garvin Brothers team in the 1970s—and at one time 
Were managed by brother Jim. 


J.J. DILLON 

One must realize that a Garvin-Garvin 
showdown would reflect the debased social 
prejudices of the low-rent fans. Allow me to 


explain. 

I had the pleasure of managing Jim Garvin 
in Florida when | controlled that state with an 
iron fist, and I chose him as a client from 
thousands of gifted applicants because I 
knew the man possessed class, And it is his 
unique superiority in taste and lifestyle that 
separates him from the smelly masses of construction workers who 
wash down fast-food chicken wings with flat beer at ringside. Of 
course they cheer Ronnie Garvin; he's an animal that belongs to the 
same species of filth. 

Gorgeous Jimmy is a much more accomplished grappler than his 
feeble-minded brother. Take a look at both of their faces and set the 
odds yourself. Jimmy's is completely unmarked. He has one of the 
smoothest, least scarred mugs I've seen in all my years of wrestling. 
Then hold your nose and take a gander at Ragged Ronnie. Ouch! His 
face looks like grated cheese. 

Ronnie takes a dozen beatings for every illegal fist he throws. Jimmy 
takes very little punishment. He's a defensive wrestler, and usually 
that's the kind of guy who's intelligent enough to last. Jim would kick 
the crap out of his brother and send him to restorative plastic surgery 
once and for all. 

JJ. Dillon is a two-time winner of the Pro Wrestling Mlustrated 
“Manager of the Year’ award. He is currently advising Tully Blan- 
chard in the World Championship area. 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 
\ 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunisned montny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue”’ provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars .. . Each 
issue’s ‘Press Conference”’ brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... Wrestling Enquirer’ brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime .. . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘‘Ratings Analysis”’ 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING (eusishea monty) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling’ works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, /nside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat”’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions’ — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . ‘Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . ‘Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER ¢usishes monty) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports’’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing’’ feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,'’ a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of- The Wrestler—36 “1 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler-— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


TV SPORTS 36 Magazines For Only $42! 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Name _ 
Address _ 


City _ - - — x —_ State Zip 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 
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INTERVIEW 86 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


Where does one begin? How can the career of the most celebrated individual in the history of professional wrestling be 
reviewed in the limits of half a page? So many career achievements, so little space. 


So you laugh when you read the old Charles Atlas ad about the 90-pound weakling? Well, that's precisely how much Bruno 
Sammartino weighed when he came to America from Abruzzi, Italy, in 1951. He rapidly went on a weight training and daily 
workout program, and bulked himself up to 220 by high school graduation about six years later. 


Bruno's professional wrestling career began in 1959, and in just a few years, this muscular young man rose to national stardom. 


On May 17, 1963, Bruno won the WWF title from Buddy Rogers, defeating ‘‘The Nature Boy” in just 48 seconds by submission 
with a backbreaker. Bruno would defend that title successfully for 7’ years before losing the belt to van Koloff on January 18, 
1971, 


Bruno’s title defenses were the stuff of which legends were made. Along the way, he wrestled such top names as Gene Kiniski, 
Lou Thesz, Fred Blassie, The Sheik, Prof. Tanaka, Shohei Baba, Waldo Von Erich, Killer Kowalski, Gorilla Monsoon, Dr. Bill 
Miller, and Johnny Valentine. 


Bruno became the only man to wear the WWF belt on two occasions when he pinned Stan Stasiak on December 10, 1973. 
Bruno's second reign lasted over three years; Superstar Graham defeated him for the title on April 30, 1977. His second reign 
was characterized by memorable defenses against such stars as Ernie Ladd, Blackjack Lanza, Bobby Duncum, Nikolai Volkoff, 
Don Leo Jonathan, Butcher Vachon, and Blackjack Mulligan. 


Tragedy struck Bruno in May 1976 when his neck was broken by Stan Hansen. A fractured sixth vertabra had doctors saying 
that Bruno would never wrestle again. He did, of course—defying doctors’ predictions in the same way he had defied his critics 
for so many years. 


And so many more historic moments: 1963, when Bruno became the first man to bodyslam Haystacks Calhoun, all of 620 
pounds! And the day that his student, Larry Zbyszko, turned on “The Living Legend” and ignited one of the most violent feuds in 
the sport's history. 

And still more history: On October 2, 1972, over 22,000 fans in New York's Shea Stadium saw Bruno wrestle then-WWF 
champion Pedro Morales to a 75-minute draw. On August 9, 1980, Bruno’s Shea Stadium cage match with Larry Zbyszko was 
attended by just under 41,000 fans, 


Wrestling fans were saddened when Bruno announced that he would retire after his October 4, 1981, bout at the Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena against George ‘'The Animal” Steele. 


After several years of quiet retirement, Bruno received an offer to return to the sport—as an announcer for the WWF. That in turn 
led to a return to the ring, prompted at first by his son David's desire to wrestle alongside his father, and then by his 
appearance on “‘Piper’s Pit,”’ in which Roddy Piper hurled ethnic slurs at Sammartino. 


‘It was a complete joy to interview Bruno once more,” said Wrestling 86 Senior Editor Bill Apter. ‘When | got started in wrestling 
journalism, Bruno was number one. He'll always hold a special place in my heart, as I'm sure he does in the hearts of so many 
fans. An interview with Bruno? It’s just like old times again!” 


WRESTLING 86: First of all, Bruno, had a few years of retirement, and it out of it, father and son team and 
you announced in 1981, after a wouldn't call for a whole lot of trav- all that, and that’s really what 
match with George Steele, that you eling, a whole lot of staying away brought me back. 

would retire. What made you come from home. | decided, Why not? WRESTLING 86: Did you always 
back? That was as far as commentating. have that father’s dream of teaming 
SAMMARTINO: Well, | came back As far as wrestling, we did get mail, with your son? 

for a number of reasons. First of all, people inquiring whether | would put SSAMMARTINO: No, not really. Be- 
my son David, who had been wres- the tights on or not. cause after | had a long and, | 
tling for a few years in places like | really was not interested in think, very good career, | was 
Texas, Puerto Rico, Georgia, the putting the tights on, however some pleased with my accomplishments 
Carolinas, and finally Oklahoma, felt requests were made by the WWF of and | was ready to go on with my 
that he was really ready for the me and David teaming up. At first | _ life. | did it more because | believed 
WWF And when arrangements was reluctant, but David actually that it was important to David. It 
were made, | was offered to come talked me into it. He says, “Gee, was his dream to have me and he 
back as the broadcaster by [Vince] Dad, since you've retired, you've as a tag team. 

McMahon, and | accepted for a probably been training harder than WRESTLING 86: There have been 
couple of reasons. First, | thought when you were wrestling. It's not three stages in your career: champi- 
maybe | could help out as faras my like you’re not in shape or any- onship number one, championship 
kid goes. And second, because | thing.” And he started to get a kick number two, and, of course, now 
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the comeback stage. Which of 
these three stages gave you the 
most satisfaction? 
SAMMARTINO: Well, the most sat- 
isfaction in my life was the first 
stage, because | came into profes- 
sional wrestling struggling. | was 
just a young guy, and | did not 
come from a wealthy background 
by any means. So you can imagine 
when | was given the opportunity 
against [Buddy] Rogers, and win- 
ning the title—well, that was the 
greatest of all. Because | envisioned 
that | was hopefully going to get into 
a different kind of a lifestyle than | 
had known up to that point, not only 
for myself, but more importantly for 
my family. So that gave me an aw- 
ful lot of drive to be as good as | 
could possibly be to stay on top. 
But then, you know, the schedule 
at that time was gruesome. Eight 
years of being on the road six and 
seven days a week, and getting hurt 
with no time to recuperate, all these 
things after a while really work on 
you. So | was tired, | was beat. And 
when | did lose the title, many peo- 
ple asked me how sad | felt, how 
bad | felt—untrue. | was almost re- 


Bruno says he is not bitter about having missed out on the big money being offered to wrestlers today. 
The money he made as champion was on a par with the greats of other sports during his time, including 
Willie Mays, with whom he poses at a Greatest Sports Legends dinner. 


lieved that now | could take time to 
get well and take it easy. 

And the second time that | took 
the belt was good, too. It wasn’t as 
big of a thrill as the first time, but it 
was good because | didn’t come 
back with the same grueling sched- 
ule as | had the first eight years. 


A LEGEND COMES BACK—THE PHYSICAL DIMENSION 


shooting some armdrags and some tackles and started slamming 
some people, though, | was very, very pleased as to how good 
my timing and my speed and my condition was.” 

And what about those fans who question whether a wrestler in 
his 40s can compete equally with the young stars of today? 

“When | was very young, | used to think that anyone who 
wrestled in his 40s had to be out of his mind. But as | got into my 
40s, | saw how | felt and how | handled myself. Sure, the injury 
possibilities are there. But I'm proving that if you really are 
dedicated to what you do, by hard training, by living 

a clean life—you know, no smoking, no alcohol- 


“Am | kidding myself in believing that a man in his 40s can still 
go in there and beat people in their 20s and 30s? | am that man, 
and if I’m kidding myself, I'll soon find out.” 

—Bruno Sammartino 


Professional wrestling is a tough sport for an athlete in his 20s. 
Bruno Sammartino is 49, and he doesn’t kid himself about the 
changes he must make in order to remain effective in the ring. 

“When | was champion the first reign,’ Bruno says, ‘my 
normal weight was about 265, but | was as heavy as 
283 at my top, top weight. Then as | got into my mid- 
dle 30s, | decided to drop my weight down to about 


250 in order to maintain the speed andgm 
stamina, because the heavier 
weight tends to get in your way as 
the years pile on. 

“And what | did when | came 
back this time, | dropped even 
more weight. | was down to 235, 
although my present weight is 240, 241. 
At this weight, | feel very light in the ring. 
and | feel very agile. | have very, very 
good stamina. | feel that this is a good 
weight for me right now.” 

Bruno has maintained a strict training 
regimen since his 1981 retirement, work- 
ing out daily in his Pittsburgh home. Even 
so, it was painful to wrestle those very first 
comeback matches. 

“Sure | was sore, that’s natural,” Bruno 
explains. ‘‘Just like laying off the weights 
for a few weeks or a month, and you 
come back, you're going to be very sore. 
So | expected that. When | started 


WRESTLING 86: A lot of wrestlers 
today are making as much as 
$3,000 to $5,000 a week and more. 
Do you feel you’ve missed out on 
the big money? 

SAMMARTINO: Well, of course, | 
didn’t make what I’m hearing that 
these guys are making today, and | 


ic beverages, and stuff like 
that-—that perhaps this age 
thing is amyth.” 
Bruno is willing to admit, how- 
ever, that there may be a cutoff 
Y point, and he points to the great 
Lou Thesz—who wrestled into his 
60s—as an example. 
“I take my hat off to him,” Bruno 
says, ‘‘he’s been a great athlete all his 
life. But | can't imagine, even though 
| haven't seen him and this may not 
be fair to say, that Lou Thesz at 60 
could be anywhere near what he was 
25 years prior to that. | don’t think I'm as 
strong as | was when | was 25 years old. Of 
course I’m not as big, but | doubt very 
much if | was much quicker than | am 
now, or that | had more stamina than | 
have now. | don’t know if one can make 
those claims at 60 years of age and be 
honest with oneself.” 


—Bill Apter 
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think the figures that you just men- 
tioned are modest figures, because 
| know that in the WWF people are 
making more than that. But the way 
| look at it is like this: In the ’60s, | 
was making every bit as much mon- 
ey as Willie Mays and Micky Mantle 
were making. These were the high- 
est paid people in their profession. 
And | was making as much as the 
other top athletes were making. To- 
day, the wrestlers are making a lot 
more. But are they making as much 
as the highest-paid baseball players 
are? There’s no question that the 
wrestlers are making bigger money 
today than was ever imagined in my 
day, but in comparison | was always 
right on top there with the top ath- 
letes of other sports. 

WRESTLING 86: Lots of other 
things have changed since you 
were champion. Let’s talk about the 
rock ‘n’ wrestling connection. How 
did you react when you first saw 
rock ‘n’ roll people and wrestling 
people getting together? 
SAMMARTINO: In the beginning | 
wondered if this was really wise, if 
it's healthy. | don’t think the final 
vote is in on all that. One thing it 
has done, it has helped bring on 
much more publicity to wrestling, 
and | think that this is one of ihe 
reasons why wrestling today, as far 
as viewing audience, has got to be 
much bigger than it’s ever been be- 
fore. Because it’s not only wrestling 
on television the one hour a week 
we had, but it’s on MTV, USA Net- 
work, all these things. 
WRESTLING 86: Has the basic fan 
changed in your opinion? 
SAMMARTINO: Yeah, I’d have to 
say that | do see a change. For 
example, | like to think that all those 
years | was champion, people 
seemed to really appreciate a good 
wrestling match. Now we_ have 
some spectacular guys as far as 
spectacular things they do in the 
ring, and it looks very impressive, 
but I’ve seen when people go out 
there and give what | consider a 
very nice wrestling match and the 
fans don’t seem to appreciate it. 
Very often | hear them holler ‘‘bor- 
ing” and things like that. What | 
don't like, what | do resent, is when 
people who were not wrestling fans 
during my era say, “Boy, don't you 
wish that you were starting now with 
the kind of gate attendance they're 
getting today?” 

WRESTLING 86: How do you an- 
swer that? 


SAMMARTINO: Well, the answer is 
that naturally the prices of the tick- 
ets have gone up, but as far as 
gate attendance goes, if one wants 
to bother to look, we used to sell 
out Madison Square Garden on a 
regular basis. We drew huge 
crowds in Boston all the time. The 
biggest crowd ever drawn [in the 
WWF] was in Shea Stadium. The 
fans today who seem to think that 
wrestling was dead and it’s just 
come to life, they just don’t know 
what they're talking about. 
WRESTLING 86: Regarding your 
color commentating. Does this help 
you scout opponents? 
SAMMARTINO: Well you can’t help 
that. When you’ve been a wrestler 
for as long as | have, you look at 
every individual in that ring and you 
study them a little bit and you look 
at their style and you form an opin- 


Bruno is lifted onto a stretcher after having been 
hit on the head with a chair during what was to be 
a scientific match with Larry Zbyszko. The feud 
that followed was the ugliest of Bruno's career. 
ion. But when I’m doing the TV, | 
try very hard not to be partial. 
WRESTLING 86: When you see 
somebody taking an illegal beating 
in the ring, I'm sure there are times 
when you have the urge to get in 
there and do something about it. 
What holds you back? 
SAMMARTINO: What holds me 
back is | like to believe that I’m 
intelligent enough to realize my po- 
sition is as a color commentator, 
and | have to be_ professional 
enough to understand that. | have 
taken verbal abuse. Like Jesse Ven- 
tura. When he’s wrestling and I’m 
doing commentary, he always really 
tries to humiliate me. It’s irritating, it 
bothers you, you're tempted, but 
then again you have to be a pro, 
WRESTLING 86: I'd like to talk 
about your son David. Why, in your 
opinion, did he leave the WWF for 
the AWA? 


SAMMARTINO: | think David is, un- 
fortunately, one of these young peo- 
ple who lacks the virtue of patience. 
The people in the WWF believed 
that he was very ready, and | know 
for a fact that they thought very, 
very highly of him. David's biggest 
argument was that he didn’t feel he 
was getting the chances that people 
like Rick Steamboat, etc., were get- 
ting. Then again, though, the WWF 
felt that David was a young guy with 
a lot of talent, he’s here to stay for 
a long time to come, what’s the hur- 
ry? Why rush it? Keep going slowly, 
climb that ladder. And going that 
way it can only insure him that 
much more of a longer, bright, and 
healthy future. | can’t disagree with 
that, | think that they were correct. 
David is my son, | will always care 
for him, but | think he was wrong. 
WRESTLING 86: He went to the 
AWA, where it is widely assumed 
that he will feud with Larry Zbyszko. 
SAMMARTINO: Well, you may say 
that, okay. | don’t, because the 
Zbyszko-Sammartino issue is histo- 
ry. That was six years ago. 
WRESTLING 86: Do you think so? 
Because when Larry Zbyszko 
comes out at the Meadowlands, the 
first thing the fans start yelling is 
“Bruno, Bruno, Bruno!” 
SAMMARTINO: Well, there’s still a 
percentage of fans who were fans 
during that period when Zbyszko 
and | had that big feud. So they 
resent him, and the way to get to 
him, | guess, is to start chanting my 
name. Remember, it was me who 
Larry Zbyszko double-crossed, not 
David. Also, he himself brings more 
resentment, because he constantly 
says that he’s the guy that retired 
Sammartino. People resent it, be- 
cause people say to me, “Why 
does that joker say that, when in 
fact we saw the very last match you 
had with him, and you beat him to a 
WRESTLING 86; Do you have any 
kind of urge to manage? 
SAMMARTINO: None whatsoever. | 
was interested, naturally, when Da- 
vid came into the WWF, to overlook 
a little bit and try to be an adviser, 
but as far as being a manager, anx- 
ious to manage anyone, no. 
WRESTLING 86: Let’s compare 
Bruno Sammartino in his prime with 
Hulk Hogan at this point in his ca- 
reer. How you would have done 
against Hulk Hogan in your prime. 
SAMMARTINO: Well, | don’t like to 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Jim Cornette Blows Taps For 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express: 


HE UNDERWATER FLOODLIGHTS 

had been doused and the patio was 
empty. A few of the patio lights had been 
left on at Rick Morton's request. 

Insomnia led Morton to sit there with 
your Wrestling 86 correspondent at water's 
edge in the hotel’s private pool. His partner, 
Robert Gibson, was napping fitfully. Napping 
is the correct term here, because Gibson 
undoubtedly slept with his nerves on 
treacherous alert; champions never enjoy 
sound shuteye the night before a major title 
match. In less than 24 hours, Morton and 
Gibson were scheduled to put their NWA 
World tag team title on the line at The 
Omni. 

We dangled our feet in the chlorinated 
brew. It felt lukewarm, intentionally 
overheated in February. Morton picked out 
scratchy, discordant rhythms on his acoustic 
guitar, humming and scat-singing soft growls 
in conjunction with the path of his fingers. 
Sure, he didn’t have his Flying-V with the 
Marshall stacks, because amplifiers and 
chlorinated liquid don’t mix, but that wasn’t 
the only reason. The acoustic ax was more 
personal and real to him when his thoughts 
didn’t translate well to words. And this was a 
night in which words could only 
haphazardly convey thoughts, at best. 

“The first tune I learned on guitar,” 
Morton half-whispered, before picking out 
“House of the Rising Sun.” Much to his 
amazement, the reporter found himself 
singing along. It must have been late. After 
a few impromptu verses, Morton stopped 
playing and set the guitar down, leaning 
back on the tile with his feet still immersed 
in the water. He clasped his hands behind 
his head and stared at the ceiling. 

“The Midnight Express,” he mumbled, 
matter-of-factly, as if he had decided 
something. “Us and them. The similarities 
are there, you know, and they're frightening. 
These two teams are eerily in tune, or 
attuned to each other, somehow.” Morton 
lifted his head and stared at me. “Almost 
like brothers who hate each other, I’m sorry 
to say.” He paused, dreamily. “But it’s weird 

.. ah, who knows. . .” He trailed off and 
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scratched a double day's stubble. “It’s weird, 
all right.” 


SPLASSHHH! Morton suddenly leaped TH E 
into the pool and started taking laps, 
frantically. I ducked away from the spray 
and found a wicker chair for refuge. Morton 
was back out in less than five minutes. He 
pounced on a touristy terry cloth towel 
advertising VIRGINIA: THE STATE FOR 
LOVERS (‘a fan gave it to me in fk 
Richmond”) and wrapped himself in its DI D 
folds. 
It seemed like a good time for a natural- 
leaf cigar. | knew Morton didn’t smoke, so I 
didn’t bother offering, “What exactly is so 
weird about you guys and The Midnight 
Express, Rick?” I asked after he sat down. 
“Point that thing 
in another direction 
and I might tell you,” 
he said, eyeing my 
smoke. I transferred it to the opposite hand. 
“We had nothing at all in common with the 
Koloffs when we were feuding with them. : 
They're not just foreigners in nationality. By eshte 
Their personalities were foreign to us, their 
approaches to wrestling were foreign to us. 
They had nothing in common with us 
physically and our attitudes toward life were 
completely different. They were stern and 
austere and—you know—gray in their 
outlooks on life. We're fun-loving Americans 
who work like beavers but never trained in a 
dungeon. You know what I mean? 
“But The Midnight Express . . . gee, I 
don’t know. We're too much alike. We've 
wrestled so many times, throughout the 
South and elsewhere. We anticipate each 
other’s moves. It’s like we have a karmic 
connection. Do you believe in karma?” 
[held my tongue. I don’t believe in 
karma, predestination, or any other two-bit 
rationales for inexplicable fate. But I knew 
what Morton was talking about. 
“We have the same last names, for 
Chrissake: Express. But we're rock ’n’ roll 
and they belong to midnight, which is where 
we shouldn't be right now!” Morton 
attempted to yawn. He couldn't. He had no 
(Continued on page 54) 


PRE BLINDING U 


The odds of Chris Adams regaining his eyesight have been improving, but not by 
much: there is now a 40 percent chance he will remain blind for the rest of his life. 
But the odds are much greater that he may never wrestle again 


THE TRAGIC INCIDENT 


By Bill Apter 


His eyes burning after having black liquid thrown 
into his face by Gino Hemandez, Adams writhes 
in agony as refeeres David Manning and Rick 
Hazzard do their best to comfort him. 


RAGEDY HAS A habit of strik- 

ing swiftly and without warning. 
In the blink of an eye lives can be 
radically altered and history itself can 
be rewritten. 

Professional wrestling is certainly not 
free from the horrors of personal trag- 
edy, pain, and suffering. In many ways 
the nature of the sport brings those 
raw emotions closer to home: Athletes’ 
hopes and dreams, their failures and 
shortcomings, are displayed in the cen- 
ter of the ring for all the world to see 
and judge. 

When history sits down to judge the 
events of January 27, it will likely de- 
termine that Chris Adams was a vic- 
tin—of hatred, jealousy, and the un- 
controllable actions that often result 
from those strongest of human 
emotions. 
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Despite his agony, Adams courageously keeps his 
eyes open while Dr. Schilling performs the prelimi- 
nary examination. 


lf Adams ever does see again, Manning and 
Hazzard will be partially responsible. The referees 
quickly pulled Chris into the shower and washed a 
good deal of the toxic liquid out of his eyes. 


Gino Hernandez stepped through 
the ring ropes with hatred in his eyes. 
Not the normal I’m-going-to-win-this- 
match-at-all-costs kind of hatred seen 
nightly in wrestling arenas throughout 
the country, but a hatred born of be- 
trayal and nurtured by animal instincts. 

One month earlier, on Christmas 
night, Hernandez and his tag team 
partner, Chris Adams, had successfully 
defended their World Class tag team 
belts against The Cosmic Cowboys 
(Kerry and Kevin Von Erich under 
masks). Afterward, the two men nearly 
came to blows when Hernandez ac- 
cused Adams of refusing to tag off 
when he needed him. Indeed, Adams 
did slap Hernandez across the face, 
but that was as far as the incident 


went. 
(Continued on page 50) 
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CHRIS ADAMS RETURNS TO ENGLAND 


By Jeff Ryan 


HE STEWARDESS WAS very kind, guiding Chris Adams to his window 

seat in first class without patronizing him in any way. She sat him down in 
his seat, fastened the seat belt, and asked him if he wanted something to drink. 
Adams didn’t hear her. 

“Bloody window seat!’’? Adams muttered. ‘‘What the ’ell am I gonna do 
with a window seat? Damn travel agent!’ 

The stewardess asked again if Adams wanted a drink, and he requested 
tomato juice. While she was gone, a second stewardess began moving through 
the first class cabin: ‘‘Magazine sir? Magazine?”” When she reached Adams’ 
seat, she nearly had to choke back the habitual phrase—‘“‘Mag—my goodness, 
sir, is there anything I can get you to make you more comfortable? A pillow 
perhaps?” 

Adams grumbled again: ‘‘Grotty magazines. Window seat. First class. Bloody 
ell!” 

The first stewardess returned with Adams’ juice. 

“Sorry, ladies, I seem to be trudging through a bit of a brainstorm these last 
few days.’”’ Adams downed his juice in one large gulp. “I'd like a pillow, 


Adams has had a great deal of time to rest and ” 
cordernplate, his. hice Fle’ pereniGe” here please, then I’ll catch a zizz and be off your backs. 


Stretford on Avon, The poss of permanent A Zizz?”” the one stewardess asked, me ve pie ae 
THE DEATH OF GINO HERNANDEZ 
By Peter King 


UST AS FANS were beginning to focus their anger over the Chris Adams 

blinding on Gino Hernandez, more tragic news was announced: Hernandez 
was found dead in his Dallas apartment just eight days after the blinding 
incident. Ironically, Hernandez’s match against Adams, in which the blinding 
took place, was his last. 

No one had heard from Gino for several days. When he repeatedly failed to 
show up for scheduled matches, Walter Aymen, a close friend of Hernandez’s, 
and World Class referee Rick Hazzard went to his apartment to investigate and 
found him dead. 

Hernandez had been dead for several days when he was discovered. Accord- 
™ ing to Sgt. H.N. Rice of the Dallas police department, there were no signs of a 

Ps struggle in Hernandez’s apartment, and no foul play was suspected. 
se, The news stirred up a witches’ brew of mixed emotions among Texas 
Ps wrestling fans, who felt sorry for the loss of a professional athlete whose career 
they had followed for so long, yet were still coming to grips with their anger 
over what he had done to Chris Adams. 
A “T was in Ft. Worth and saw Gino blind Chris,” said Terry Michaelson of 
ARATE Dallas. ‘‘I was horrified beyond words. All I could think of was the day when 
alhlecsabeopetbag sane pestle ssc Chris would return and pay back Gino. But then I realized that Chris may 


of the Adams incident will, unfortunately, leave a ever come back. I got even angrier. All I could do was think of ways that the 
lasting impression. (Continued on page 52) 
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HULK HOGAN 


By Eddie Ellner 


The following story is based upon certain calculated assumptions. WrestleMania 
2, scheduled for April 7, is 46 days away, and a card has yet to be announced. Ru- 
mors of matches range from the unlikely (Refrigerator Perry vs. King Kong Bundy) to 
the ridiculous (Spud Webb vs. The Haiti Kid), to the laughable (Vince McMahon vs. 
Jesse Ventura). That rumors are circulating with such fervor is in itself an indication 
of the hoopla that the WWF hopes will sweep the country—as it did last March 31 
when WrestleMania 1 annexed the nation’s headlines. 


yay THIS POINT but one thing is 
entirely certain: Whatever cast of 
characters the WWF manages to as- 
semble for its April 7 WrestleMania 2 
hoedown, top billing will never go to 
some Nielsen ratings magnet or top-of- 
the-pop-chart-stomper. That province is 
reserved for the Supreme Being of the 
Mat, the superman responsi- 
ble for this current embrace of 
grappling, his eminence Mr. 
Hulk Hogan. 

There would be no Wrestle- 
Mania, past, present or future, 
without Hogan. Wrestling as it 
exists today—the network pro- 
gramming, the overflow of ca- 
ble time, the cartoon show, 
the record albums, the mer- 
chandising—all of it would re- 
main a pipe dream were it not 
for the legend and myth of 
Hulk Hogan. 

Since he captured the WWF 
championship two years ago, 
Hogan's massive 6'8’', 302- 
pound frame has been the 
chassis on which Vince Mc- 
Mahon has strapped his turbo- 
charged promotion. McMa- 
hon'’s marketing abracadabra 
turned Hogan into the greatest attrac- 
tion in professional sports. Refrigerators 
and Spuds are seasonal items, passing 
fancies consumed, digested, and for- 
gotten by a hero-starved public; Hogan, 
a sporting icon whose year has no off- 
season, iS worn, washed, eaten, 
stretched, chewed, kissed, and vener- 


ated through the cornucopia of souve- 
nirs he and the rest of the WWF 
braintrust have created. You can find 
Hogan's towheaded facsimile on paja- 
mas, dolls, buttons, posters, weights, 
wristbands, and numerous other items 
in his flourishing catalogue. 

Hogan is more than merely a cottage 


Hulk Hogan and Mr. T go eyeball to eyeball during a filming of The A-Team, 
seen on NBC in November. Hogan’s schedule has been heavy throughout 
the year, and promises to intensify as WrestleMania 2 approaches. 


industry. McMahon, the tycoon, has 
shucked three generations of business 
acumen to the winds by tailoring his 
entire multi-million dollar operation 
around Hogan’s 24-inch pythons. The 
minefields are everywhere: What if Ho- 
gan should unexpectedly lose his title? 
What if his knees, rumored to have 


sustained cartilage and ligament dam- 
age years ago, finally buckle and end 
his career? What if the reckless promo- 
tional and athletic pace Hogan main- 
tains overtakes him? 

When Tom Thumb died, Barnum 
and Bailey had the Bearded Lady and 
Zombie Eater waiting in the wings. 
When Joe DiMaggio retired, 
the Yankees brought up Mick- 
ey Mantle. Who does McMa- 
hon have? Randy Savage? 
Ricky Steamboat? King Kong 
Bundy? Talents, all of them, 
but with nowhere near the 


» crossover appeal, the 

saleability, or charisma of 
> Hogan. 

Unlike his predecessors, 


* Bruno Sammartino, Gorgeous 
George, and Antonino Rocca, 
or such contemporaries as Ric 
Flair, Rick Martel, and Dusty 
Rhodes—Hogan, Hulkamania, 
Hulkaphobia and his 
Hulkaphiles are irreplaceable. 
They have established Hogan 
as a living phenomenon, hoist- 
ing a wrestler whose wrestling 
skills have been criticized as 
‘“‘back-alley brawling’’ and 
‘‘one-dimensional’’ on to a pedestal 
where the oxygen is thin and the com- 
pany thinner. 

Hogan took a five-month hiatus from 
Madison Square Garden in the middle 
of 1985, and the Garden saw its big- 
gest drop in attendence in 20 years. 
It's the same in every arena. Hogan's 


Is He Strong Enough To Survive 
The Fallout Of Wrestlemania 2? 
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name is marquis magic, which trans- 
lates into big money. Only the IRS 
knows for sure, but Hulk's annual in- 
come is rumored to be in the high 
seven figures. He is believed to earn 
more money than any athlete compet- 
ing today. 

At the time Hulk Hogan left the 
AWA for his second WWF stint at the 
end of 1983, Bob Backlund was ap- 
proaching his sixth year as WWF cham- 
pion. Although Backlund’s skills were 
beyond reproach, his matches were all- 
too constant reminders of his whole 
wheat and buttermilk personality. He 
epitomized a federation lacking in gen- 
uine gusto and suffering from a dearth 
of salient personalities. The time de- 
manded a hero. Fate would unfortu- 
nately lose Backlund in its grand shuf- 
fle, but, the results—The Iron Sheik’s 
controversial pin of Backlund, Hogan's 
spectacular triumph over the Sheik— 
provided the facelift the WWF desper- 
ately needed. 

Under McMahon's passionate hus- 
tling, Hulk Hogan became a household 
word to every wrestling fan in the 
country. McMahon's crusade, though, 
took its roots in the great missionary 
movements of centuries past. Vince 
McMahon Jr. was determined to reveal 
the wrestling fan in every consumer— 
and the consumer in every wrestling 
fan. 

His assault was cunning in its calcu- 
lation and bravado. Using Hogan's 
bloated image, McMahon attracted ca- 
ble outlets and defied the geographic 
boundaries that for years defined wres- 
tling territories. You didn’t get big by 
staying between the lines. Overnight, or 
so it seemed, WWF wrestling appeared 
in most of the 50 states and a half 
dozen foreign countries. McMahon's 
dream—that of the inseparable juxta- 
position of pro wrestling and Hulk Ho- 
gan—was fact. ‘‘Do you like that wres- 
tling stuff?’’ asked Peoria Pete, and 
Cleveland Carla answered, ‘‘! don't 
know, but | do love that Hulk Hogan.’’ 

In rapid succession, in late 1984 
and early 1985, McMahon promoted 
the match that united rock and wres- 
tling—a Cyndi Lauper-managed Wendi 
Richter vs. a Lou Albano-managed 
Fabulous Moolah—in ‘'The Brawl To 
Settle It All,’ a struggle broadcast live 
and into millions of MTV living rooms. 
Overnight, McMahon had struck a de- 
mographic gusher. While this rock 'n’ 
roll audience might not forsake David 
Lee Roth in favor of Hulk Hogan, per- 
haps they'd be inclined to spread their 
entertainment dollar more equitably. 
McMahon kept his audience well fed. 
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Hogan is strong enough to lift Roddy Piper during 
1985's WrestleMania, Does he have the strength 
to cary the entire WWF through WrestleMania 2 
and beyond? 


He followed up with a jeweled sequel, 
“The War To Settle The Score’’ be- 
tween Roddy Piper and Hulk Hogan. 

Despite the aggravated attention that 
rock 'n’ roll brought to professional 
wrestling, Hogan for the most part re- 
mained unaffected. A well-received 
veejay spot on MTV increased interview 
requests and several national magazine 
covers atigmented his astonishingly 
high visibilty index. In the ring, howev- 
er, where Hogan still earned most of 
his paycheck, his job was relatively 
easy. Despite the well-criticized lack of 
technique, no challenger could meet 
his match. The immensity of his 
strength and power laid waste to the 
theories that a technically sound small- 
er wrestler could defeat a musclebound 
giant. 

It required not another man, but an 
event, a chain of pomp upon circum- 
stance, to undermine Hogan's aura of 
invincibility. What was WrestleMania? 
It wasn't just a specific card of match- 
es; it was event greater than the sum 
of its parts. Like a monstrous media- 
crazed Medusa, each head consuming 
another for attention, it raged uncon- 
trollably, simultaneously: offering itself 
to the public as the most spectacular 
wrestling event in modern recorded 
time, and as the lousiest spokesman of 


the WWF's worst imbecilities. Forget 
the Disneyesque cast assembled for 
the day; it was Hogan who emerged as 
the primary salesman of WrestleMania, 
which required a grueling promotional 
tour. 

What no one took into account was 
Hogan's flesh and bone mortality. The 
man who had become myth was still, 
according to doctors, man. He had not 
conquered fatigue, merely delayed it. 
Encased in his massive chest was a 
heart still driven by blood and impulse 
that threatened to burst from overwork. 

In the months preceding WrestleMa- 
nia, Hogan routinely criss-crossed the 
country in a private jet, maintaining a 
schedule resembling that of a rampag- 
ing politician's. 

8 a.m.—address a school assembly 
in Buffalo, New York; 11 a.m.—deliver 
a motivational speech to a group of 
executives in midtown Manhattan; 
12:30 p.m.—attend a press confer- 
ence for WrestleMania; 2-3:30 p.m.— 
train with Mr. T; 6 p.m.—emcee a 
radio talk show in Chicago; 9:30 
p.m.—defend title. 

After a brief nap, Hogan resumed 
the pace, working the country feverish- 
ly in reverse, never finding time to re- 
coup and recover. Time? There was no 
time, Each day a new theater was add- 
ed, another sponsor attracted. The 
public buying WrestleMania politely ac- 
knowledged Roddy Piper and Paul Orn- 
dorff and Mr. T, but they demanded 
Hogan. 

Hogan, his vigor sapped, ambled on, 
but now some critics became disen- 
chanted with the optimism he project- 
ed. An image that was once overpower- 
ing became drenched in overkill. Still, 
when he and Mr. T hosted Saturday 
Night Live a scant 12 hours before 
WrestleMania, Hogan, at McMahon's 
fanatic urging, continued his pace. De- 
spite Hogan and T's victory over Piper 
and Orndorff, all was not well. Hogan 
received a week off for good behavior 
before having to resume training for 
what was to be a grueling series of 
matches with Magnificent Muraco be- 
ginning in April, continuing in May, 
and culminating with a cage match in 
June. Despite his obvious fatigue, Ho- 
gan could not escape the penetrating 
media spotlight. 

With Hogan, McMahon knew he had 
not a wrestling superstar, but a super- 
star that wrestled: one perhaps that 
was more lucrative outside the ring 
than inside it. So Hogan continued the 
enervating string of public appear- 
ances. He helped launch a series of 
videos, developed a cartoon show, 


starred on The Love Boat, Search For 
Tomorrow, and The A-Team. 

Burning the candle at both ends had 
taken its toll, but by now it was too 
late. For any WWF project to succeed, 
it required the stamp of approval and 
credibility that only Hogan’s name and 
face could bring. 

Hogan suvived the Muraco scare, for 
he was still a proud champion who 
responded to a challenge. His image, 
however, was no longer one of. invinci- 
bility. The three-match series with Mu- 
raco revealed many flaws in Hulk Ho- 
gan, flaws that were bruatally exploited 
early this year by Randy Savage when 
he defeated Hogan in consecutive 
matches. 

As the WWF publicity machine 
stokes its engines in prepartion for 
WrestleMania 2, Hulk Hogan must be 
careful not to scorch himself in the 
inferno. 

Hogan owes his predicament largely 
to Vince McMahon, who, by using Ho- 
gan with a careless disregard for his 
star's health and happiness, now 
threatens to crush him. Without Ho- 
gan, McMahon has a federation with- 
out a superstar, Unlike other alliances, 
who could not boast of someone pos- 
sessing Hogan's international allure but 
rather maintain a roster of several well- 
received interchangeable stars. 

By cutting down the number of Ho- 
gan's appearances and by enthusiasti- 
cally promoting some of his other wres- 
tlers, McMahon would go a long way in 
balancing his Hogan-heavy federation. 
Instead, with the multimillion-dollar in- 
vestment of WrestleMania 2, the pres- 
sures for success and, speaking philo- 
sophically, an inability to see see the 
forest for the trees, McMahon contin- 
ues Hogan's torrid scheduling. 

Ironically, Hogan has no further 
need of McMahon, or even of the sport 
of wrestling. The past two years’ media 
seduction of Hogan imbued him with a 
lasting power of Recognition. Without 
ever stepping another foot into another 
ring, Hogan can suvive on the celebrity 
circuit: On the $100,000 Pyramid, on 
Hollywood Squares, The Love Boat, 
and a steady diet of commercials. 

Easy work if you can find it. But not 
exactly an auspicious ending to a great 
athletic career. One can't imagine Ho- 
gan being satisfied by living the life of 
McLean Stevenson. 

Rumors, which must remain rumors 
since neither Hogan nor the WWF 
would confirm them, claim that McMa- 
hon has Hogan down to a lifetime pro- 
fessional and personal services con- 
tract. If this is true, McMahon should 


NOT QUITE THE PICTURE OF HEALTH 


The first two years of Hulk Hogan's 
WWF World title reign were relatively se- 
date for the champion, at least inside the 
ring. He dominated the federation’s rule- 
breakers with an iron fist, outclassing 
some of the toughest wrestlers in the busi- 
ness. In his third year on the throne, how- 
ever, Hogan finds his championship in dire 
jeopardy. 

The first bad news arrived in late 1985, 
with Randy Savage's rapid rise in the rat- 
ings. In Savage, Hogan was finally con- 
fronted with a man who truly wrestled like 
a number one contender. Their battles 
have been epics. Both men have shed 
hefty buckets of blood in the wars, and the 
Macho Man has come 
to within a whisper of 
pinning Hogan on nu- 
merous occasions, 

Savage’s recent Vic- 
tory over Tito Santana 
for the Intercontinental 
belt may not change the 
picture entirely. _Al- 
though Savage must 
meet his quota of man- 
datory title defenses, he 
doesn’t seem willing to 
strike Hogan's hide from 
his shopping list. History 
tells us that -C champs 
have never succeeded 
in quests to be double 
titlists. But the history of the Intercontinen- 
tal belt only goes as far back as 1979, 
when the belt was created. One shouldn't 
really talk about tradition favoring Hogan 
when the tradition is seven years old. 

The second bit of bad news arrived by 
way of Bobby Heenan. Heenan has a 
long-standing quarrel with Hogan stem- 
ming from their AWA days, and it appears 
that he was the guiding force behind his 
stable star King Kong Bundy’s assault on 
the champion. On a recently televised Sat- 
urday Night's Main Event program, 
Heenan accompanied Magnificent Muraco 
as a substitute manager for an ill Mr. Fuji. 
Initially, Muraco dominated the match, but 
Hogan quickly rejuvenated his offensive 
and turned the tide of the match. He set 


understand that a broken down, dispir- 
ited, and/or injured Hogan is worth as 
much as a champion racehorse in the 
same condition. McMahon shouldn't 
be duped by Hogan's resilience. That 
Hogan could sustain a brutal thrashing 
at the hands of King Kong Bundy (see 
accompanying story), a beating that re- 
quired overnight hospitalization, and 
return two days later to defeat Randy 
Savage is testament to Hogan's 
strength, not proof of his immortality. 

Just as Hogan is precisely tuned to 
his fans, so must he attune himself to 
his future. No man survives the fast 


up a slick pinfall with his patented legdrop, 
and Heenan ran in to interrupt the count. 
Heenan was disqualified, but Hogan was 
merely the record books’ victor. Bundy 
rushed the ring and double-teamed Hogan 
with Muraco. Going for the short ribs and 
kidney area, Bundy avalanched a dazed 
Hulk into the turnbuckles three times. 
Bundy and Muraco then dragged Hogan 
to the center of the ring, where King Kong 
big splashed him in the lower-back region. 
Bored with trying to crack Hogan’s ribs, 
the two turned a semiconscious Hulk over 
like a speared fish on a grill and Bundy 
splashed him face-up for good measure. 
After the match, doctors feared for the 
Hulk’s life; his heart was 
beating frighteningly 
fast. However, Hogan 
appeared at Madison 
Square Garden to suc- 
cessfully defend his title 
in a grueling lumberjack 
match against Savage 
no less than two days 
later. 

As we go to press, 
the controversy rages: 
How seriously injured is 
Hulk Hogan? Bundy 
used the same tactics 
against Andre the Giant, 
and may have put him 
out of wrestling for 
good. However, Andre is arguably the 
worst-conditioned wrestler in the sport, and 
Hogan is arguably the healthiest. It 
wouldn't be surprising to witness the. supe- 
riority of Hulk's recuperative powers. For 
even Hogan's detractors will admit that his 
capacity to survive injuries is remarkable. 

Nonetheless, Hogan has been wrestling 
with bulky ace bandages draped around 
his midsection. Rumors of internal injuries 
abound. Of course, rumors abound wher- 
ever Hogan stalks. The bottom line is that 
Hulk Hogan no longer appears invincible, 
and he faces the toughest challenges of 
his career. If he survives the next few 
months with belt intact, it will be time to 
call him a truly great champion. 

—Jim Schuermann 


lane indefinitely. Not even a man of 
Hogan's dimensions. His star is radiant 
enough to force McMahon's hand in 
any contract renegotiations; a more hu- 
mane and realistic schedule might add 
10 years to Hogan's career, in effect 
forcing prosperity upon the visionary 


promoter. 
Without such a reduction, Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s glorious ~= designs __ for 


WrestleManias 3, 4, 5, etc., will be 
struck obsolete. The WWF will remain 
a machine as prosperous as its stron- 
gest link. A link that may fail any 
day. O 
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The Sensational 


Lex Lugar 


Lex Lugar is rapidly building a reputation in Florida. A 
serious reputation. Will the brand of ‘‘future champion’’ be a 
godsend or a stigma for him? 


fae Set 


Yd ¥ 


ja 


i, 


7 an, 


WRESTLING’S 


a 


HOTTEST PROPERTY! 


HE ROOM SMELLED like form- 
aldehyde. I don’t know why it 
smelled that way. 

Maybe it smelled like frozen legends. 
Heroes kept in a jar too long in order 
to preserve their immortality. Maybe it 
just smelled like Florida; seasonably 
dead and concerned about the spring. 

Lex Lugar stood there in front of a 
gray matte backdrop and flexed his 
muscles one way, then another way. 
He looked slightly embarrassed. Did he 


By Liz Hunter 


think he wasn’t a sex symbol? The 
cinematographer for the local TV sta- 
tion wasn’t paying attention. He was 
chewing out his assistant. The room 
still smelled like formaldehyde. No- 
body explained why, and J didn’t ask. 

“‘No, no, man, that’s lousy.’’ Lugar 
struck another pleasing pose. He for- 
sook the body oil, thank God. His 
back was to the camera, and his biceps 
and back muscles arched to their ful- 
lest extremities of blood-engorged 


power. 

The cinematographer scratched at 
his beard and peered into his lens. 
“No, no, sorry, man.’’ He pulled a 
square of maroon-colored felt from his 
carrying case, and laboriously wiped 
lint from the eyepiece of his video 
camera. After he was through, he 
strolled over to a window and stared 
outside. 

“What’s the matter?” Lugar 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Lex Lugar’s face shows the intensity of his effort 
against Barry Windham; his bulging arms show 
the intensity of his headlock. 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 
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Referee Tommy Young would rather pull NWA champion Ric Flair off of Magnum T.A. than have to 
disqualify him. A DQ would give Magnum the match but deprive him of the opportunity to win the title. 


FS or coe ie —— 


Mariage: 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD TITLES 
CHANGE HANDS 
ON DISQUALIFICATIONS? 


T'S THE MOST divisive — 
point in wrestling to- 
day, with ramifications 
more significant than any 
single issue in the sport’s | . 
history. The entire face of | > 
professional wrestling — 
hangs in its resolution. 
Disqualification. |The 
very term stumbles off 
the tongue, a jumble of 
phonemes, a cacophony 
of confusion. What it 
does to a wrestling match 
is not much different. 
Ric Flair is wrestling’s 
DQ cover boy. Although 
Statistics aren’t kept, Flair 
himself | acknowledges 


his matches end in dis- —~_ ele ee a 
qualification, a finish that in professional wrestling pre- 
vents a belt from exchanging hands. Often accused of 
flouting the disqualification rule that states a title can 
change hands only by pinfall or submission, Flair violent- 
ly demurs. 

“It's really an ignorant criticism and I'm sick of it,” the 
champ says. ‘In any sport you want to knock off the top 
team. You lay wait for them, devise special strategies, 
incite yourself to play better than ever before. 

“I'm numero uno in this sport. Everyone wants a piece 
of Ric Flair. Most wrestlers lose their heads in a title 
match. They’re so anxious, and so nervous, and so damn 
tense, there’s no telling what they may do. I've had so- 
called scientific wrestlers bite me, grab my hair, and pull 
| foreign objects on me. Forget the stunts maniacs like 
Nikita Koloff and Bruiser Brody try in title situations. 

“You're crazy if you think I’m not going to defend 
myself. Sometimes—a lot of times—in retaliation, I get 
disqualified. I dont’ give a ____. I must protect myself. 
and my ttle. I’m not going to let some souped-up grunt 
steal my crown because I’m too nice. To hell with that. 

“Tt wrestling gets nd of the disqualification nile, you'll 
discover the ttles changing hands every other night. A 
nut job like Brody'll knock someone out with a chair and 
take the ttle. It would be chaos.” 


If referee Bill Alfonso disqualifies Lex Lugar for pressing Jesse Barr's throat into 
t almos e-third of the ropes, Lugar will have lost the match but successfully defended his Southem 
tha re 2 title. Should the disqualification rule be abolished? 


While some of Fiair’s 
points are conceded, he 
conveniently skirts the 
real issue at hand: The 
danger lies not in a situa- 
tion where a challenger 
illegally attacks a champi- 
on and steals his title. It is 
up to either the referee, 
commissioner, or some- 
one else in power to po- 
lice incidents like those 
and correctly disqualify 
the felon. 

The real danger occurs 
when a wily veteran like 
Flair, sensing perhaps 
that his title is in jeopardy 
by the legal and inspired 
challenge of his oppo- 
nent, initiates his own dis- 
qualification. Thus, the champion, his treasured crown 
safeguarded by a legal loophole, becomes virtually un- 
beatable. In these situations, wrestling becomes the only 
sport where winning and losing become 
indistinguishable. 

Wrestling, thank God, is laced with men of stronger 
stuff than Flair's, champions who will not disqualify them- 
selves as a last resort to protect their titles. 

In an interview in the May 1986 Pro Wrestling Ilustrat- 
ed, Kerry Von Erich condemned champions like Flair, 
men who shamelessly disqualify themselves. When 
asked if he would do the same if he were to regain the 
NWA title, Von Erich responded, “No way! I think it 
distorts the meaning of the word champion. A champion 
is a man who manages to defeat his opponent, not who 
allows his opponent to defeat him ... It’s absurd. And 
what's more absurd is the NWA not taking any action on 
the rule. Why train like an animal to beat Flair if he’s 
going to beat himself?” 

Most wrestlers—rlebreakers and scientific ones 
alike—agree with Von Erich. Not long ago, 22,000 fans 
witnessed live and hundreds of thousands more watched 
on television as Randy Savage dominated Hulk Hogan in 
a WWF ttle match. Savage’s domination was a bnutal 
(Continued on page 59) 
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A SECOND CHANCE TO CATCH 


fiat ao onan 


ACHIEVEMENT '85: ps 


Om 


THE FANS CHOOSE 


WRESTLING'S BEST 


The year-end issue of Pro Wrestling IIlustrated is always the most anticipated 
wrestling magazine of the year. And the 1985 year-end issue (March 1986 
cover date) was the best one we ever published. At 92 pages, it was our 
biggest magazine ever and, in addition to the year-end features PW/ readers 
have come to expect, it contained eight full-color pages. We have limited 
supplies of this newsstand sell-out, so don't be disappointed twice. 

Order your copy today. Only $5.00. 


| | Make check or money order payable and send to: 


l TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


: ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me 


Name 
| Address 


ONLY $5.00 


copies of the March issue of PW/. | enclose $5.00 for 
| each one | am ordering. 


| City 
lus. 
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INTERVIEW 86 


(Continued from page 31) 


do that. | think we’re two completely 
different wrestlers. You know, | think 
| wrestled with a lot more wrestling 
moves and a lot of different maneu- 
vers and so forth. I’m not saying 
Hogan hasn’t faced the best, but | 
haven’t seen him, for example, in a 
one-hour match to judge him as far 
as how he would endure. Where in 
my case, not only did | have many 
one-hour matches, but if you re- 
member | had matches 1% hours, 
and | had one in Japan that lasted 
an hour and 43 minutes against 
Baba. So you know, I’m not saying 
the man couldn’t do it and even be 
better at it, I’m saying to judge 
someone fully, you have to see 
more of him. 

WRESTLING 86: So you would 
have tried to wear him down? 


Although he still looks quite muscular, Bruno has 
reduced his weight by 25 pounds to add agility 
and stamina. 


SAMMARTINO: | wrestled many big 
opponents, and because | had such 
great strength and great stamina, | 
would take my big opponents, like 
Big Bill Miller, for example, 6’7” 320 
pounds, or Don Leo Jonathan, and | 
used to kind of make them work 
hard in that ring, and after 20, 25, 
30 minutes, that weight when you're 
320, 330 pounds would tend to 
wear on you. To answer your ques- 
tion like this, and | think it’s only 
natural, not boasting: In my day, | 
felt | could whip any man, any wres- 
tler. But then again, you have to 
feel that way. If you don’t feel that 
way, you’re not much of a champi- 
on. You don’t have to go out and 
boast about it, but in your gut you 
have to feel that way. And | felt that 
way. | believe that | could have 
whipped anybody. O 


BEST BET 


KEVIN “THE MAGNIFICENT’ KELLY 


Facts & Figures 
Age: 27 
Height: 6’5” 


| * Weight: 271 
5 5 Home Town: Oakland, California 
Biggest Match: Defeated Harley Race 
I by DQ in Kansas City 


Goal: To win either Race’s 
Missouri State title or Bob Brown’s 
Central States title 


Long-Range Goal: To win the NWA 
World championship from Ric Flair and 
celebrate with his valet Angel into the 
night 
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Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


Gary, Hart's Obseasion: 
rT “HF CHRIS ADAMS WpihtS THE NWA WORLD TITLE 


INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER 
do not cover just one federation, they cover 
them all. If you want honest, unbiased cover- 
‘ryisuxeusermnnas oo fem age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- 
SE ee mes =TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- 
TONEARD zines for you. Our staff of reporters and 
photographers will take you to every part of 
the country, bringing you stories no one else 
would dare print. If you subscribe now, you'll 
insure that you receive the next 12 issues of 
both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and you'll save $15 off the regular 


newsstand price at the same time! 


INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) a ee (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: | 
T.V. SPORTS (| Renewal (! New Subscription 


Box 48 a On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before 
Rockville Centre, inY 11571 you receive your first magazine 


Please enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues 
(12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $27.00 as payment in full. 


NAME aw 
ADDRESS : po APT 
CN eee A ee | — 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $32 00. US FUNDS ONLY) 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


OR THOSE OF you too young to remember, or who 

just didn’t care at the time, June 25 marks the 10th 
anniversary of the day Antonio Inoki and Muhammad Ali 
“battled” for the “World Martial Arts championship” in 
Tokyo. The bout lasted 15 agonizingly dull rounds, most 
of which saw Inoki on his back kicking at Ali’s legs, and 
ended in a draw. 

For the fiasco, then-heavyweight champion Ali collect- 
ed a reported $6.1 million, while Inoki’s share came to 
just under $4 million. A companion bout in Shea Stadium 
(both matches were televised nationally via closed circuit 
television) between Andre the Giant and Chuck Wepner 
(inset) ended when Andre heaved Wepner out of the 
ring at 1:15 of the third round. Their salaries were never 
revealed. 

Both the boxing and wrestling worlds agree: the quick- 
er the ravages of time consume Ali-Inoki, the better. 
Greed was the winner that day; neither combatant was 


able to prove the superiority of his sport, and both men 
lost tremendous respect in the public forum. 

So why trot out an item for “Goiden Moment’ that is 
best left to gather dust in our files? Simply this: if the 
events of 1976 took place in the national climate of today. 
Ali-Inoki would probably have been the first 
WrestleMania. 

As we go to press, the WrestleMania 2 card has yet to 
be announced. Rumors, however, abound. Ironicaily, the 
strongest rumor points to a boxing match between Mr. T 
and Roddy Piper (presumably, both men will be wearing 
gloves). If that’s what the promoters feel wresiling fans 
want to see, then nobody can condemn them for their 
efforts. We wonder, though, how wrestling fans a decade 
from now might view such a match. 

Maybe looking back at Ali-Inoki will provide us with a 
clue. After all, as the headline notes: The more things 
change, the more they remain the same. O 
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Over the next four weeks, though, it 
became clear that their natural friction 
of personalities—friction that was con- 
trolled when they were World Class tag 
champs—was going to lead to a brutal 
feud. 

Hernandez began leveling charges at 
Adams, saying it was Chris’ stupidity 
and incompetence that cost them their 
hair at the Cotton Bowl in a match 
against the Von Erichs in early Octo- 
ber. Adams made counter-charges 
against Hernandez, and the war of 
words was in full swing. It was just a 
matter of getting two signatures on a 
contract before Adams and Hernandez 
would wrestle. 

Getting those signatures didn’t take 
long. Their first match was set to take 
place in Ft. Worth, Texas, at the 
Tarrant County Civic Center on Janu- 
ary 27. 

And when Gino stepped through the 
ropes, he was ready. The hatred for 
Adams had been welling up in his soul 
for—who knows how long? For at 
least four weeks, but probably longer. 
Hernandez, a man who had at one 
time held the World Class American, 
Texas, and six-man titles concurrently, 
may well have been jealous of sharing 
the championship spotlight with 
Adams. 
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ringpost (above). 


Jealousy, anger, bitterness. The 
emotions were strong, and they were 
playing a ghoulish tug-of-war with 
Hernandez’s soul. 

Hernandez was in the ring first in 
Ft. Worth, and he grabbed the public 


HERNANDEZ 


(Continued from page 34) 


The match itself met all expectations for intensity and brutality. Adams sends 
Hernandez flying over his back (left). Referee Hazzard issues a warning to 
Adams, but that will not stop him from whipping his hated rival into the 


address announcer’s microphone to is- 
sue a challenge to Adams, who was 
just starting to make his way to the 
ring: 

“Chris Adams! Chris Adams! I 
have a bottle here, a bottle of liquid 


“'m blind! My God! Help me! It bums! Help me! Please, please help me! | can’t see!” Adams squirms on 
the mat screaming in pain as Hazzard wards off Hemandez, who apparently feels he hasn’t done enough 
damage. Adams may never see again. 


that, rubbed in your scalp, will take 
away all of your hair! Come on into 
the ring, Chris Adams! Come on in!” 

Gino’s voice trembled with rage. His 
lips were curled in a sinister sneer. 

Adams arrived at the ring and an- 
swered Hernandez’s challenge: 

*“You say you have something that 
will remove my hair? How about this, 
Gino—how about we change the terms 
of the match. How about whoever 
loses tonight has that bottle of gop 
rubbed in his head?” 

Hernandez didn’t need to say a 
word; if he had, the cheers would have 
drowned it out. The fans’ approval of 
the match stipulation was unanimous, 
and Hernandez’s pride would never 
have let him back out. 

The match was on. 

The two men battled as if possessed 
by demons, and after about five min- 
utes of action it became clear that Her- 
nandez was headed toward a victory. 
A high backdrop had Adams stunned, 
setting him up for a powerful elbow- 
smash. Even those few Hernandez 
fans in attendance were surprised when 
he followed up with a piledriver. 

Adams, in pain, rolled out of the 
ring. Hernandez followed. The two 
men traded blows on the concrete 
floor. Adams returned to the ring. 
Hernandez followed. Nothing unusual. 
Nothing strange. Nothing to suggest 
what might happen next. 

What happened next was a night- 
mare come to reality: Hernandez 
moved to the side of the ring where 
the timekeeper’s table was, the table 
that held the bottle of liquid that was 
to be rubbed in the scalp of the loser. 
In one swift, sweeping motion of the 
arm, Hernandez grabbed the bottle, 
swung around, and squirted its con- 
tents into Adams’ eyes. 

Hernandez retreated to the dressing 
room, Adams was left alone in the 
middle of the ring, clutching his face 
and sending shivers down the spines of 
the fans with his screams of utter 
horror: 

“Tm blind! My God, I’m blind! 
Help me! It burns! Help me! Please, 
please, help me! I can’t see!’ 

Swiftly and without warning, trage- 
dy had struck. Chris Adams was in- 
deed blind. Less than 24 hours later, a 
physician would tell him that there was 
a 75 percent chance he would remain 
blind for the rest of his life. o 


WRESTLING USA 


WRESTLING USA, our biggest magazine (more than 80 pages. in 
cluding a FULL-COLOR section) is now available to collectors and 
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ENGLAND 


(Continued from page 35) 


colloquialism. 

“A nap, my dear, a nap,’’ Adams 
explained. ‘‘Seems to be the only time 
I have any peace these days.” 

RAK 

England’s most famous clock 
chimed a fourth time as Big Ben cast 
an afternoon shadow across downtown 
London, a shadow that Chris Adams 
could not see. 

“Just to hear that sound makes me 
feel good again,”’ Chris said. His par- 
ents, who were guiding him through 
London—and through some emotion- 
ally devastating days—smiled at the 
fact that Chris was feeling better again. 
But deep down they harbored the same 
fears that Chris experienced every 
minute of the day: he may remain 
blind for life. 

‘When it happened to me, I was 
scared,” Adams explained. ‘‘My eyes 
burned, and | was flopping around the 
arena floor for what seemed like 
hours. When the doctor finally took a 
look at me, he told me that there was 
a 75 percent chance I’d never see 
again. I was emotionally destroyed. 

“Later, just before I left the States 
to come back home and visit my folks, 
1 had another examination. That doc- 
tor said | had a 60 percent chance of 
remaining blind for life. Just this 
morning, I saw the best ophthalmolo- 
gist in London, and he told me that 
there’s a 40 percent chance I’ll never 


see again. It’s getting better all the 
time, but it’s still about an even 
proposition.” 

Adams explained that he had been 
planning a trip home even before the 
blinding took place. 

‘Now, my trip back here is more 
important than ever,” he said. “‘?’m 
getting a lot of support and love from 
my parents, something I need at a time 
like this. It’s given me a lot of peace 
and quiet and a chance to think.” 

Adams is happy to be back home 
with his parents, and he’s enjoying his 
much-needed vacation. But he’s think- 
ing most of all about the possibility of 
never regaining his eyesight. 

“The only thing that’s in my mind 
right now,’’ Adams said, ‘“‘is seeing 
again. As far as a return to wrestling, 
when I’m going to go back to the 
World Class area—I honestly don’t 
know right now. I just don’t know. 
That’s just too far in the future. 

“| mean look, even if I do get a 
chance to see, God willing, I may not 
have enough of my eyesight back even 
to pass a basic physical and be able to 
wrestle again. Doctors aren’t even talk- 
ing percentages on that one. I mean, 
I’m stuck in a position with so many 
bad possibilities, so I’m just not think- 
ing about a return to the ring yet. 

“Damn,’’ Adams cursed, rubbing 
the pads covering his eyes, ‘‘I don’t 
even know if I’ll ever see again!’” 0 


HERNANDEZ 


(Continued from page 35) 


Von Erichs could get back at Gino. 
Man, I wanted Gino to pay. 

“But God, look what happened! I 
wanted Gino to pay, but not with his 
life! It’s a horror! I’m still angry at 
what Gino did to Chris, but—damn, 
there are so many feelings here. The 
whole situation really upsets me. Right 
now, | just hope that Chris will get his 
eyesight back again. That’s the main 
thing.” 


Hernandez’s funeral took place on 
February 8 at Waltrip Funeral Home 
in Houston. He was buried in Memori- 
al Oaks Cemetery, also in Houston. 
One report noted that the line of auto- 
mobiles leading from the funeral home 
to the cemetery stretched 32 miles. 

As we go to press, the cause of 
Hernandez’s death was yet to be deter- 
mined by an autopsy. He was 28 years 
old. 0 
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JANUARY 1986 


July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik. Cover story: Bruno Sammartino. 
PLUS: Wrestling II, Race, Ladd, Albano. 


August 1980/COLOR STARSHOT; Ko- 
loff and Smirnoff. Cover story: Bruno vs. 
Zbyszko, PLUS: Idol, Von Erichs, 
Rhodes, Hogan. 


June 1982/COLOR POSTER; Nick 
Bockwinkel, Cover story: Adonis & Ven- 
tura. PLUS: Snuka, Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR POSTER; Dino 
Bravo, Cover story: Steamboat & Rich. 
PLUS: Andre, Martel, Piper, Blassie. 


September 1982/COLOR POSTER: 


Blackjack op cart Jr. Cover story: Tom- 


my Rich. PLUS: Piper, Snuka, Von 
Erich, Martel, AWA Sheiks. 


October 1982/COLOR POSTER: Jerry 
Lawler. Cover story: Ric Flair, PLUS: 
Rhodes, Graham, Race, Funk Jr. 


December 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ken 
Patera. Cover story: Rick Steamboat, 
PLUS: Rich, Brody, Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan 
Putski, Cover story: Rhodes vs. Garvin. 
PLUS: Snuka, Super Destroyer, Bock- 
winkel, Funk, 


April 1983/COLOR POSTER: Superstar 
Graham. Cover story: Mil Mascaras. 
PLUS: Valentine, Orndorff, Hart. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


June 1983/COLOR POSTER: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Slaughter, Muraco, 
July 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan Ko- 
loff. Cover story: Tommy Rich, PLUS: 
Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, Geigel, 
August 1983/COLOR POSTER: Larry 
Zbyszko. Cover story: Roddy Piper. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il. 
October 1983/COLOR POSTER: Junk- 
yore . Cover story; Tommy Rich. 
LUS: Johnson, Adonis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR POSTER: 
Roddy Piper. Cover story: Harley Race. 
PLUS: Santana, Mascaras, Ellering, Val- 
iant, Race. 


hoo McDaniel. Cover story: Dusty 
Rhodes. PLUS: Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 
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January 1984/COLOR POSTER: Harley 
Race. Cover story: Rick Martel. PLUS: 
Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/COLOR POSTER: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Cover story: Greg 
Valentine. PLUS; Super Destroyer, 
Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR POSTER: Rocky 
Johnson, Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Hogan, Andre, Rich, Bundy. 


December 1983/COLOR POSTER: Wa- 


May 1984/COLOR POSTER: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Cover story: Hulk Hogan, 
PLUS: Road Warriors, Fabulous Ones, 
Flair, Rotundo. 


June 1984/COLOR POSTER: Dick 
Slater, Cover story: Ted DiBiase. PLUS; 
Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., Patera, One 
Man Gang, Hogan. 


duly 1984/COLOR POSTER: Paul Eller- 
ing. Cover story: Jimmy Valiant. PLUS: 
JYD, Fabulous Ones, Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR POSTER: Stan 
Hansen. Cover story: Jerry Lawler. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Slaughter, Blackwell & 
Patera, Flair, 


September 1984/COLOR POSTER; 
Hulk Hogan. Cover story: The Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL FIFTH ANNIVERSA- 
RY ISSUE—A Look Back At Wrestling In 
The PWI Years. 


October 1984/COLOR POSTER: Billy 
Jack. Cover story: Kerry Von Erich, 
PLUS: Martel, Blanchard, Fabulous 
Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR POSTER: 

Rick Martel. Cover story: Sgt. Slaughter. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Road Warriors, Wind- 
ham, Rotundo. 


December 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Kerry Von Erich, Cover story: Barry 
Windham. PLUS: Rich, Martel, McDan- 
iel, WWF-NWA TV war. 


January 1985/COLOR POSTER: Tito 
Santana. Cover story: Road Warriors. 
PLUS; Billy Jack, Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR POSTER: Mag- 
num T.A. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Hogan, Backlund, Ellering. 


March 1985/SPECIAL YEAR-END 
AWARDS ISSUE! FOUR PAGE COLOR 
SECTION: Billy Jack, Roddy Piper, Ric 
Flair vs, Kerry Von Erich; PLUS: 1984— 
The Year In Review. 


April 1985/COLOR POSTER: Ronnie 
Garvin, Cover story: Jimmy Snuka. 
PLUS: Warriors, Gordy, Flair, Rhodes. 


May 1985/COLOR POSTER: Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL TAG TEAM ISSUE! 
Cover story: Fabulous Ones & Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express. PLUS: Windham & Rotun- 
do, Von Erich & Billy Haynes, PW/ Rates 
Top 15 teams, 


BACK ISSUES ) yy Es 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! 


June 1985/COLOR POSTER: Barry 
Windham. Cover story: Dusty Rhodes, 
PLUS: Slaughter, Hogan, Von Erich, 
Magnum T.A, 


July 1985/COLOR POSTER: Sat. 
aioe Cover story: Hogan vs. Piper. 
PLUS; Road Warriors, One Man Gang, 
Magnum T.A., Martel. 


cy ny 1985/COLOR POSTER: Rock 
‘n' Roll Express. Cover story: Von 
Erichs. PLUS; Slaughter, Hogan, NWA 
scouting reports. 


September 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Junkyard . Cover story: Magnum 
T.A. PLUS: Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 
scouting reports. 


October 1985/COLOR POSTER: Chris 
Adams. Cover story: Steamboat. PLUS: 
Warriors, Nikita, WWF scouting reports, 


November 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
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ROCK ’N’ ROLLS 


(Continued from page 32) 


way to convince himself he was sleepy. “But 
rock 'n’ roll’s a midnight music . . .” Neither 
of us knew what to say. He reached for his 
suitar. 

“Take Condrey, right?” The summing 
of a sulky minor chord reverberated through 
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Beautiful Bobby Eaton delivers a series of short 
right hands to Rick Morton’s mouth as The Mid- 
night Express takes control. 


Harshly, Morton slapped the strings with 
his open palm. Then he put his head down 
in the crooks of his arms, over the body of 
his guitar. “It wasn’t always this way,” he 
muttered, “They bring out the best and 
worst in us. All the time. The best because 
they force us to get down and do it at our 
very peak of performance. In a way, our 
battles with them taught us how to dare to 
be great. But they also taught us how to 
break the rules and wrestle like barbarians,” 
Morton continued in a rising voice, “as if all 
of our matches took place . . . in the dark 
side somewhere, you know, where the 
civilized folks don’t want to go. I'm sony, | 
told you it’s hard to explain.” He paused. 
“And to tell you the truth, it's moments like 
this when feuds leave me chilled to the 
bone.” 

The following night's match would take 
place on the lee side of the squared circle, 
where cruelty is protected from the winds of 
morality and self-doubt. And Morton knew 
it. He wasn't chilled by the prospect of The 
(Continued on page 56) 
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As the match wears on, the rock ’n’ roll music begins to slow to a dirge. And any chance th: 
and Morton would have would be illegally taken away by Comette and his tennis racket. Eaton clamps a 


ROCK ’N’ ROLLS 


(Continued from page 54) 


rear chinlock on Gibson (above). Condrey chokes Morton as Eaton looks on from ringside (top right). 


Midnight Express winning. He was chilled 
by the violence that was bound to occur. He 
played a blues scale to chase it off, and 
excused himself to resume the night’s 
insomnia upstairs. 

“.. No, no, Mother, your figures are 
incorrect. Dalcey & Cowbridge fired off their 
selective audits to the yacht club post last 
weekend. Messenger ’em in from the 
mainland, if the corporate spies haven’t 
intercepted ’em already.” 
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Jim Cornette tucked the red telephone 
into the narrow crook of his shoulder and 
gestured impatiently with his left hand. A 
Cornette Enterprises investment counselor 
slipped him a sheaf of mimeographed 
reports, and the manager commenced 
detailing a stream of figures and conclusions 
in a multicorporate lingo too fast and furious 
for a wrestling scribe to follow. Cornette 
didn’t reach for the reports with his right 
hand because his right hand was busy being 
manicured by a chesty strawberry blonde 


at Gibson 


with lips like sofa cushions. Impatient 
gestures in the middle of a tender manicure 
can lead to ripped fingernails that can 
bloody white beauticians’ smocks. 

“Yes, Mother, it’s accurate to a capital A 
for Assets. Condos aren't the guaranteed 
goldmine they were a few years back. Real 
estate looks too safe to me these days, 
Mother . . . listen, Mother, I’m going over 
strategy with the boys. I'll call you tomorrow 
morning. We'll talk about it over breakfast. 
Don't worry, the wrestling stock is gonna 
skyrocket when Bobby and Denny win the 
title tonight! Toodles.” 

Comette passed the receiver to the 
attorney and whistled. “Ain’t nothin’ like the 
sweet smell of the greenbacks, honey,” he 
purred to the chesty brunette at his feet. She 


was literally at his feet, smoothing callouses 
from his heels. Cornette cherishes his daily 
manicure/pedicure treatments, and insists 
upon them no matter where he is traveling. 
Once they were finished, Cornette’s 
investment counselor pulled out a 
magnifying glass and appraised Comette’s 
bare feet. “Mmm-hmm. Mmm-hmm. 
Adequate,” he squeaked in a thin, reedy 
voice. “Actually, a fine job indeed. Maximum 
gratuity advisable.” Pleased with the report, 
Cornette peeled off two 50s from his money 
clip and kissed them passionately before 
giving them to the beauticians. 

“So, does this kind of life look interesting 
to you, Schuermann?” Comette chuckled. 
“Fame and fortune is the final frontier, you 
know. I used to be a five-and-dime journalist 
like you, 'til | wised up. All you need is a 
brilliant mind, a stable of great talent, and a 
winning smile and you're on your way to the 
top...” 

“Never mind that routine,” I said. “Just 
what is it that makes you so confident about 
tonight? You've already ordered champagne 
for the dressing room.” 


“| know it in my blood, baby, we got ‘em 
psyched out for good this time. I'm sure of 
it. They resent the greatest tag team in the 
world. Look at what they do. They yank hair 
and gouge eyes to break holds, and when 
things aren’t goin’ their way, they attack me 
in order to get disqualified. Cool, calm, 
collected, and scientific? No way, Popsie.” 

l asked Comette how a team that has 
withstood challenges from the likes of the 
Russians and the Andersons would be 
psyched out or intimidated by The Midnight 
Express. “They were the cute little 
underdogs,” Cornette said. “The pimple 
princes need to think they're waging an 
uphill battle against big, bad, ugly ogres 
every time they step into the ring. And they 
can use their speed to beat guys like that. 
But Bobby and Dennis are the same size as 
they are and they do everything 10 times 
better: speed, agility, scientific technique, 
good looks, you name it. They can’t stand 
our obvious superionity in everything they 
brag about, and they get sloppy trying to 
prove how much tougher they are.” 

Comette turned out to be critically wrong 
on one account: He failed to mention his 
own influence. Strategy had nothing tu do 
with it this time around, He won the NWA 
belts for his team by literally dragging an 
unconscious Bobby Eaton on top of an 
unconscious Robert Gibson for the pin 
attempt and then dragging a semiconscious 
referee into the ring to make the count. 
This do-it-yourself officiating was, 
unsurprisingly, precipitated by shenanigans 
involving Corette’s loaded tennis racket, 
but the actual sequence of events is 
alarming to the Rock 'n’ Rollers in 
retrospect. Although he has done so on 
innumerable occasions in the past, Cornette 
never actually swung the racket. 

The trouble didn’t start until Gibson 
hurled Comette into the ring, and Condrey 
ran in to defend his manager. What makes 
it all the more curious is the fact that the 
rockers had just clobbered Eaton and 
Condrey with a pair of double-dropkicks that 
would most likely have set up a pinfall. They 
flew off the ever-lovin’ handle, lost the 
advantage, and kissed their jeweled steel 
goodbye. 

So | guess it’s a fair bet that I wasn't 
listening to Rick Morton when we were by 
the pool. If he knows about karma, and the 
midnight that threatens his athletic ability, I 
should take his word for it. | think the man 
was telling me something | didn’t really want 
to know in a guarded moment. That when a 
champion faces the evening of his title reign, 
he may have to say goodnight, no matter 
how well he wrestles. 

As Gibson told Morton, hugging his 
shoulder after the match, “They haunted us 
tonight.” () 
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100 SKINNY ? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 


Guarantees 


| A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."l've never looked so great in my life”. 
L.D., Chicago !L. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seen in abathing 
suit” L.M., Dallas TX 

Guaranteed Results.,.Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 


— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 


Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU79FC 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 | 
Please send my order today! | 
O30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
1160 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 | 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 
0 Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 
Strength program | 
O1! am adding $1.50 for express service | 
Name 
Street 7 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with Salicylic Acid 


MUST CLEAR UP 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads 


OR YOU PAY 
NOTHING! 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples; (2) it allows 
the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
clear and help prevent the development of 
new acne. You are asked to apply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later, 
skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and is avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz. bottle 
$6.98: Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE- 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98. 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA79FC 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 
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CROSSFIRE 


(Continued from page 19) 


hairline? If your head were an ocean, 
Bill, it would be at permanent low 
tide. Now quit interrupting me and 
let me ask some real questions. 
Look, Nickla, I'm trying to get a han- 
dle on your career. You start out in 
Texas as Gino Hermandez’s body- 
guard, calling yourself Andrea the 
Giant. You're happening in a leopard 
skin wrap, skintight danskin, and 
cooly shades. Quite an impact. And 
you're as bad as you look. You chal- 
lenge Mike Von Ench to a match, 
call him a wimp, and attack him sev- 
eral times. You... 

BA: You—let me try—leave Gino and 
take up with Tully Blanchard. Your 
name changes from Nickla Roberts 
to Baby Doll. Your bad girl image is 
suspended. 

EE: You'd rather shop than fight. 
BA: Thousands of your female fans 
renounce you as phony, accuse you 
of selling out. 

EE: After helping Blanchard in his 
war against Dusty Rhodes, you sud- 
denly align yourself with the Fat Man 
and sing his praises around the land. 
What's next? I speak for many fans in 
voicing my doubts that you'll remain 
faithful to Rhodes. Once he cramps 
your style, you'll be off as fast as 
your vampy gams'll take you. 

BD: I don’t think it’s fair of you to 
condemn me for my past actions. 
Wrestling can be a debilitating pro- 
fession. Today’s friend might be to- 
morrow’s executioner. I’ve been in 
some bad situations and I’ve 
learned from them. Dusty has 
taught me the value of a really spe- 


Performing one of her duties as valet, Baby Doll 
spreads the ropes for ‘The American Dream” to 
climb through. Baby Doll says she is happier now 
than she has ever been in wrestling. 


cial friendship. He’s helped me dur- 
ing a difficult transition in my life. 
And it hasn’t been easy for him. By 
befriending me he’s left himself 
open for a lot of abuse. He doesn’t 
care, though. He tells me that I’m 
too important to lose over malignant 
gossip. I would never tum on 
Dusty. He’s is probably the most 
compassionate individual I’ve ever 
met, 

EE: Are we talking about the same 
man? Dusty Rhodes. About 6’2", 420 
pounds? 

BA: Put it to rest, Ellner. For your 
own sake. Two final questions, Baby 
Doll. How does Dusty like teaming 
with The Road Warriors; and, has 
Magnum T.A., your one-time bitter 
enemy, accepted you as an ally? 
BD: Dusty loves wrestling with the 
Warriors. They're street people just 
like he is. He has a lot in common 
with them. 

EE: Yeah, they all three breathe 
through their mouths. 

BD: I sense that Magnum still 
doesn’t trust me entirely. But as 
long as it takes I'll hang in there 
until I gain his confidence. Any 
friend of Dusty’s will be a friend of 
mine. Together we'll kick the crap 
out of Tully Blanchard and anyone 
he manages to dredge up. 

BA: Thanks for your time. You're a 
doll, Baby Doll. Oo 


study of one-sidedness; Hogan, 
bloody, reeling, could not reach the 
ring before the referee counted him 
out. The verdict, a disqualification vic- 
tory for Savage, allowed Hogan, who 
needed assistance to the dressing 
room, to keep his title. This incident is 
repeated in its apparent injustice ev- 
ery week, in every part of the country. 

You must decide if the disqualifica- 
tion rule is good for wrestling. Review 
the pros and cons we've established— 
after conversations with dozens of 
wrestlers—and judge for yourself if the 
current laws are fair, or if they are 
overly protective of the champions. 
Ask yourself, how many times has my 
favorite wrestler been denied a well- 
earned title because of a disqualifica- 
tion? 

Fill out the ballot below on this vital 
issue and return it promptly. Results 


Stan Hansen, whose disqualification rate was the 


YOU DECIDE 


(Continued from page 45) 


ig 


highest in the sport even before he became AWA 
champ, strangles Sgt. Slaughter. 

will be forwarded to the heads of the 
major wrestling federations and will 
appear in the Fall issue of Wrestling 
86, 


VINCE McMAHON IS HURTING WRESTLING 


Our readers have responded to our Spring ‘86 question with an unprecedented 
majority. Seventy-seven percent of our answering correspondents said that Vince McMa- 
hon Jr. is hurting wrestling, and a scant 23 percent said Vince was good for the sport. 

There a few statistical discrepancies which should be mentioned, however. For one 
thing, a whopping 92 percent of our letters from NWA and AWA-contolled territories 
criticized McMahon and the WWF. By contrast, a mere 48 percent of respondents in 
WWF-controlled territories said that McMahon was hurting rather than helping wrestling. 
Darryl Thompson of Hyde Park, New York, noted: “The WWF has never been more 
exciting than it is now, and Vince McMahon Jr. put it on the map. When his father was 
Tunning things, great wrestlers like Bruno Sammartino and Bob Backlund had to suffer 
the stigma of being regional champions. What's wrong with Hulk Hogan being a media 
celebrity like any other charmpionship-caliber athlete?” 

It would appear that fans in WWF-sanctioned areas welcome the WWF brand of 
grappling far more than fans in NWA and AWA areas. Of course, in the ceaselessly 
complex picture of professional wrestling these days, major cities in the Midwest, Mid- 
Atlantic, and Southwest are the sites of bloody promotional wars between all three major 
federations, In such promotional battlegrounds—where either two or three of the major 
federations promote—65 percent of our respondents said that Vince McMahon Jr, was 
hurting wrestling. 

And that is where the true value of local wrestling lies. Where true competition exists, 
the WWF loses by nearly a two-to-one margin. The last word probably belongs to Terry 
Fair, of Des Plaines, Illinois, who wrote sarcastically, "What happens when Mr. T quits 
wrestling? Where does that leave us? In the hands of professional wrestlers? What a 
shame, what a shame!” 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/ Wrestling 86 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 
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| (Titles should change hands on disqualifications 
| () Titles should not change hands on disqualifications 
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Name: Age: __ 
Address: 
5 —— ee Zip: 


TITLES SHOULD CHANGE HANDS 
ON DISQUALIFICATIONS 
Integrity. With the miles as they are 
now, the federations not only condone 
cheating, they encourage it. Why 
should a champion risk the revenue 
and the limelight a title offers if all it 
requires to retain it is to hop out of the 
ring and stroll to the dressing room? 
Or slug the referee? Or toss his oppo- 

nent over the top rope? 

®Image. The climate of championship 
matches these days seems to he: 
When the going gets tough, the 
champ gets going—nght out of the 
ring and home to bed. This can’t be 
the image that promoters and fans de- 
sire their champions to portray. Taking 
the easy way out attracts criticism, 
never respect. 

@Excitement, Flair is right. Titles 
would change more often, although 
not in the free-wheeling chaotic way 
he wams. The cream, simply put, 
would rise to the top and the fans 
would benefit from seeing titles 
change—the most exciting moment in 
wrestling—more frequently. 


TITLES SHOULD NOT CHANGE ON 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

® Stability. A title is sacred; it should 
not be flipped about like a baseball 
card, At work here are the basic laws 
of supply and demand. Every wrestler 
covets a title, but only a certain num- 
ber exist. To earn one, a wrestler must 
better his opponent physically, psy- 
chologically, strategically. It isn't easy 
and it shouldn't be. 

® Inconsistent officiating. Each refer- 
ee operates on his own standards. 
What official “A” might disqualify a 
champ for, official “B’” would call 
“mixing it up.” Until robots become 
referees, it’s unwise to risk a champi- 
onship match to a subjective eye. The 
disqualification rule safeguards officiat- 
ing prejudice and incompetence. 
@Bureaucracy. Under its current 
rules, title changes can only occur un- 
der the most clear-cut of circum- 
stances. If a title can only change 
hands when a referee counts the 
champions shoulders to the mat or 
hear him give up, there is little room 
for controversy. If titles changed hands 
via disqualifications, wrestling commis- 
sioners’ offices would be flooded with 
protests and requests for reviews. The 
title picture could be remain muddled 
for days and weeks until the an indi- 
vidual protest is heard. 0 
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barked. ‘‘Let’s finish up.” 

The cinematographer winced and 
turned around, fiddling with his beard 
some more. ‘‘You’re just not. . . here, 
um-hmm. Lemme try something dif- 
ferent.’’ He repositioned himself before 
the prying smeared lens, and Lugar 
again stepped in front of the 
backdrop. 

“Okay, now flex your bis and tris 
and gimme the cuts in your pecs same 
time around.” 

Lugar did as he was told. His arms 
inflated like zeppelins, trellised vessels 
streaked with succulent blue-green 
veins. His pecs, chest, and tummy 
burst to the very pulse. Lex Lugar’s 
body was solidified but fresh, like 
strong day-old concrete. He was every 
inch a battler, every inch invincible. To 
look at Lex Lugar and even think 
about manhandling him in the ring 
was tantamount to ridiculous fantasy 
tripping. The way he looked was the 
way every man who wishes to conquer 
the universe wants to look. 

“This is the best way to do it,’ the 
man behind the camera chirped. He 
ran the video camera over Lugar’s 
body. He started at the tanned toes 
and moved up the supple calves ... 
the rippling, luscious thighceps and bi- 
ceps ... slowly on up, inch by inch, 
the camera panning a body beautiful 

. Trawling over the young man’s 
muscles ... and then the face... 

“What a cruel, hard face,’’ the gaf- 
fer said aloud after the shoot. She had 
set up the light meters and held the 
boom mike for an inconclusive inter- 
view that probably wouldn’t make TV 
airtime because Lugar said nothing. 
She offered me a cigarette. I don’t 
smoke, but I bought her coffee. 

“T’ve heard a lot of talk about how 
pretty and smoochworthy Lugar is,’’ 
she told me. Smoochworthy? I 
thought. What a neat word. 

“But he’s cold, Liz. He’d kill for a 
shiny thin dime. He’s dangerous, and I 
wouldn’t want to work with him. It’s 
like doing a feature story on Hitler.’ 

Hitler? 

kK 

‘*He’s no Hitler!’ 

I was talking with Hiro Matsuda in 
one of the very few sushi bars on the 
Gulf Coast of Florida. I was telling 
him in all innocence what the gaffer 
had said. 

“But Hitler was a cruel barbarian! 
Master Lex is an honorable scientific 
wrestler! How can one who presumes 
to know compare Master Lex, a pro- 
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LEX LUGAR 


(Continued from page 41) 


‘Lugar wraps his massive arms around Jesse Barr’s torso, and looks to ringside for instructions from his 
trainer, Hiro Matsuda, Lugar is a physically dominant wrestler whose skills can only improve with time. 


fessional athlete, with a political animal 
diabolical monster of a man _ like 
Hitler?”’ 

Though I wasn’t sure what a ‘‘polit- 
ical animal diabolical monster’? was 
exactly, I could see his point. It’s stu- 
pid hyperbole to compare any wrestler 
to a dictator who supervised the geno- 
cide of more than 10 million people 
and almost single-handedly initiated the 
most destructive war in the history of 
the planet earth. But I just wanted to 
see what his reaction would be—after 
all, it is rumored that Matsuda teaches 
Lugar forbidden Axis torture tech- 
niques that can be successfully applied 
to the mat wars. 

‘Master Lex has no interest in poli- 
tics, anyway,’’ Matsuda sniffed over 
his expertly wielded chopsticks. ‘‘It 
takes all his superlative mental concen- 
tration and superior physical condition- 
ing to devise the perfect backbreaker.’’ 

“What is the perfect backbreaker?”’ 
I asked. I knew his English was 
perfect. 

Matsuda grinned devilishly and 
slurped down a dark slab of octopus 
meat before he answered. 

“Ah, you must first perfect the 29 
varieties of inverted backbreakers. To 
hook an opponent’s left arm and left 


leg over your shoulders and snap his 
spine. To grind the small of his back 
and delicate internal organs over your 
shoulder and snap his spine. To chin- 
lock your man and twist him so you 
hold him backward behind your neck 
and snap his spine. To grasp your man 
under the armpits back to back and 
hoist him up behind you to snap his 
spine...” 

Images of Bruiser Brody, Bruno 
Sammartino, Don Leo Jonathan, and 
Bulldog Brower assaulted me as Mat- 
suda detailed each backbreaker. 

*‘And yes I have still not mentioned 
the over-the-knee backbreaker varia- 
tions,” Matsuda squealed delightedly. 
Much to my consternation, fellow din- 
ers were starting to pay attention. 
“Lift the man over your head. Expose 
his buttocks by grabbing his trunks if 
possible. Come crashing down and 
snap his spine.’’ Matsuda was chortling 
now. His face was red, and I was wor- 
ried that he’d choke on his shrimp. 
“Also, the salto. Hah! Most expertly 


applied by Master Lex.” 


“So what is the perfect backbreak- 
er?”’ I asked again. 

Matsuda sneered. “SHA! No one 
knows what the perfect backbreaker is! 
See, the master attains perfection be- 


fore he knows he has found it!” 

What kind of pseudo-Zen crap was 
I dealing with? The master attains per- 
fection. Who cares? I ordered tea be- 
cause I thought it would be the right 
thing to do in the time and premises. 
My nerves were jagged. 

Matsuda stood up. ‘“‘You boys 
pay,’’ he said. I don’t know who the 
boys were, since it was just Hiro and I 
at the table. I paid for the damage 
when he left. God bless expense ac- 
counts. But I was worried that one of 
these days Lex Lugar and Hiro Mat- 
suda would soon discover the perfect 
backbreaker. 

EK 

“Lex Lugar is the best power wres- 
tler I’ve seen since Freddie Blassie 
signed Hulk Hogan offa the Venice 
volleyball circuit.” 

He’s an old man, and he’s not 
afraid to admit it. He’s an old man, 
and he’s seen it all. 

He’s: been operating a brutal gym in 
the headiest, hottest part of the Ever- 
glades for nearly 30 years. A place 
where none but the bravest dare to 
hammerlock. Where the pace can kill 
weaklings and other men who really 
don’t want to wrestle. Violence in a 
cradle of natural violence—the inescap- 
able swamp’s land. 

Have you heard of alligator wres- 
tling? All Florida wrestlers are alliga- 
tors. They fight with their teeth. Wan- 
ton bloodlust and destruction blooms 
in the greenhouse of Sunshine State 
humidity. Wrestlers habitually come 
close to dying in the ring in Florida. 
It’s an acid test for young stars. 

The old man saw Lex Lugar a first 
time, and he thought the kid was terri- 
ble. He saw him for a second time, 
and he thought the kid had potential. 
What kind of potential, he wasn’t 
sure. Then he saw him a third time, 
and thought, my God. Champion. He 
was graceful, and he was strong. 

“Almost too strong,’ he told me 
over the long distance wires. ‘‘He sur- 
passes Hogan with a parallel style. But 
does he want to do that?” 

I knew what he was talking about 
immediately. Lugar was a slimy rule- 
breaker. It was a moral issue that 
Lugar would have to confront. Sure, 
Lex Lugar is built. But... 

‘Almost too strong.’ He repeated 
that. I didn’t chastise him for repeating 
himself. It had taken him 40 minutes 
to get through to the Wrestling 86 of- 
fices. Something about a coastal rain- 
storm. And I could see him stabbing 
numbers with a blunt, shaky index fin- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color pinup! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 
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LEX LUGAR 


(Continued from page 61) 


ger, cursing a pushtone pay phone that 
didn’t get through no matter how 
many times he said the dreaded f 
word. 

“Dammit,’’ the creaky storm-bitten 
phone lines squawked, ‘‘Lex Lugar is 
scrshshshscchh, . .”’ Static interrupted 
us. It ended. Barely. Just enough to 
hear. ‘‘The guy’s the hottest property 
in wrestling. Toughest I’ve seen since 
Jack Brisco. Oh man, he might have 
muscles, but he knows what to do in 
that squared circle!” 


Lugar reclaims the Southem belt after having seen 
it fall into Jesse Barr's possession for less than a 
month, 


When my veteran Florida contact 
tells me a kid (or a grown man) 
‘*knows what to do in that squared 
circle,’ I know he’s not bluffing. It’s 
the giveaway phrase ‘“‘that squared cir- 
cle’ that tells you he means business. 

eK 

The final word belongs to a woman 
I’ve corresponded with for the better 
part of a decade. She is a serious-mind- 
ed, pragmatic woman, a divorcee who 
knows how to juggle temporary sec 
jobs, day care centers for her two bub- 
bling kids, and peace of mind. Believe 
you me, she’s a tougher and sweeter 
parent than any thousand fathers I’ve 
come across. 

She slipped a homemade valentine 
through the ropes when Lex Lugar en- 
tered the ring to wrestle Southern 
champion Jesse Barr. The fan favorite. 
Lugar didn’t see it. Neither of us saw 
what happened to it. Somebody told 
me Matsuda picked it up and saved it. 
Maybe. 

But when Lugar won the match and 
the title she wept, joyously. The mes- 
sage got there, somehow. Lex Lugar 
may be a rulebreaker, but he has a lot 
of caring and affectionate fans. oO 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 86’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


aln your Spring 1986 issue, a fan 

masked about Gorgeous George. 
You stated that he died in December 
1963, Where do you people get your in- 
formation? George Wagner (Gorgeous 
George) is still very much alive. He re- 
sides in Houston and is at this time an 
evangelist preacher. How do I know? He 
was just recently a guest speaker at the 
Victory Hill Baptist Church here in Steger, 
Illinois.—John Walker, Steger, IL 
Awe have heard repeated confu- 

msion regarding Gorgeous George. 
Yes, there is a George Wagner who is an 
evangelist preacher, and this man claims 
to be the George Wagner who was 
known as Gorgeous George. He is not, 
and we have no clue as to why he would 
claim to be the noted grappler. Gorgeous 
George Wagner the wrestler did die in 
1963, and the information we provided in 
last issue’s “InfoCenter” is correct. For 
more information on Gorgeous George, 
refer to that column, and to the histories 
of professional wrestling mentioned 
therein. 

g/d like to ask about the wrestling 

ating. I assume it is made of can- 
vas. What is under the canvas? What is 
the floor made of? At times it looks 
bouncy. Tell me about it, please.—Verna 
Filippelli, Monongahela, PA 
Az boxing rings, wrestling rings 

mcan vary slightly in size and con- 
struction from city to city and state to 
state. The basic wrestling ring can be as 
small as 18 feet or as large as 22 feet on 
each side. The basic structure of the ning 
(the cormerposts, the main supports) is 
made of solid steel. A criss-cross steel 
mesh supports the platform on which the 
action takes place. Directly above the 
mesh is a layer of quarter-inch plywood. 
Between the plywood and the canvas it- 
self is a layer of matting similar to tum- 
bling mats found in gymnasiums. (Al- 
though there are some rings where 
matting is used in place of canvas, this is 
the exception and not the mie.) In order 


to add extra support to the center of the 
ring, and to absorb much of the force of 
the action in a typical match, a large steel 
springed “shock absorber” is placed be- 
tween the center plywood and the arena 
floor itself. How this shock absorber is 
adjusted will determine the “‘bounciness” 
of the ring, just as how the comer buck- 
les are adjusted will determine the flex- 
bility of the ropes. 
a!'m a big fan of the junior heavy- 
a weights. Could you please tell me 
something about the history of the NWA 
junior heavyweight title?—Pat Johnson, 
Atlanta 
Aer very first NWA World junior 
a heavyweight champion was Albi- 
on Bntt of Kansas, who won a tournament 
on August 14, 1934, in Hollywood, Califor- 
nia, to win the newly formed title. Over 
the years, many top stars have wom the 
belt. Nine-ime AWA World champion 
Vere Gagne was the NWA junior heavy- 
weight champ from 1951 through 1953. 
Iron Mike DiBiase, the father of Ted DiBi- 
ase, wore the belt in 1956. Hiro Matsuda, 
who currently trains Lex Lugar, wore the 
belt twice—in 1964, and again in 1975. 
Other champions through the years have 
included Danny McShane, Danny Hodge, 
Roger Kirby, Ken Mantell, and Nelson 
Royal. The current champion is Denny 
Brown. 
Q g When did Jim Comette first begin 
mmanaging? Someone told me he 
used to be a photographer for wrestling 
magazines. Is that tie? —Barbara Colson, 
Washington, DC 
A: Cornette first began managing in 
sSeptember 1982, when his first 
charge became Dutch Mantel—who fired 
Comette and tore up the manager's con- 
tract after only one week! And yes, Com- 
ette used to be a photographer for such 
magazines as The Wrestler and Inside 
Wrestling before tuming to managing. 
“Photographing the sport helped me 
study individual styles very closely,” 
Comette says. Oo 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 
Intercontinental champion 


7—KERRY VON ERICH 

No. 1 contender: American title 
8—NIKITA KOLOFF 

No. 4 contender: NWA title 
9—RICK RUDE 


World Class American champion 


10—BRUISER BRODY 
No. 4 contender: AWA title 


1—RIC FLAIR 
NWA World champion 


2—HULK HOGAN 

WWF World champion 
3—STAN HANSEN 

AWA World champion 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 

U.S. champion 
5—DUSTY RHODES 


National champion 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 

1—MAGNUM T.A. 6—DICK SLATER 

245, Chesapeake, VA 235, Tampa, FL 
2—DUSTY RHODES 7—RICK RUDE 

302, Austin, TX 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—RONNIE GARVIN 8—BARRY WINDHAM 

231, Montreal, Quebec 236, Sweetwater, TX 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 9—HARLEY RACE 

275, Moscow, Russia 253, Kansas City, MO 


5—WAHOO McDANIEL 10—LEX LUGAR 
260, Midland, TX 280, Chicago, IL 
WWF 


World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 

1—RANDY SAVAGE 6—PAUL ORNDORFF 

245, Sarasota, FL 253, Brandon, FL 
2—JUNKYARD DOG 7—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

260, New Orleans, LA 274, Sunset Beach, HA 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 8—TERRY FUNK 

238, Honolulu, HI 247, Amarillo, TX 
4—TITO SANTANA 9—JESSE VENTURA 

245, Mission, TX 270, Muscle Beach, CA 


5—KING KONG BUNDY 10—ADRIAN ADONIS 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 303, New York, NY 


WORLD CLASS 


6—LANCE VON ERICH 
260, Dallas, TX 
7—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknown 
8—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
9—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 


10—BUDDY ROBERTS 
247, Del City, OK 


1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


2—THE GRAPPLER 
241, parts unknown 

3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 

4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 


5—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
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TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 1 contenders to AWA World tag team title 


2—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
NWA World tag team champions 
3—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
WWF World tag team champions 
4—SCOTT HALL & CURT HENNIG 
AWA World tag team champions 
5—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
6—STEVE WILLIAMS & TED DiBIASE 
Mid-South tag team champions 
7—DYNAMITE KID & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
8—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
9—KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 
No. 1 contenders to World Class tag team title 


10—TOMMY ROGERS & BOBBY FULTON 


Mid-Southern tag team champions 


AWA 
World Champion: STAN HANSEN 322, Borger, TX 

1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 6—THE BARBARIAN 

310, Parris Island, SC 316, parts unknown 
2—RICK MARTEL 7—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 8—BORIS ZUKHOV 

245, Beverly Hills, CA 254, Leningrad, Russia 
4—BRUISER BRODY 9—GREG GAGNE 

284, Albuquerque, NM 220, Robbinsdale, MN 


5—SCOTT HALL 10—JERRY BLACKWELL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 474, Stone Mountain, GA 


1—MAGNUM T.A. 6—JIM GARVIN 

245, Chesapeake, VA 235, Tampa, FL 
2—DUSTY RHODES 7—ARN ANDERSON 

302, Austin, TX 239, Minneapolis, MN 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 8—SAM HOUSTON 

235, San Antonio, TX 218, Waco, TX 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 9_KONGA THE BARBARIAN 

275, Moscow, Russia 265, Chicago, IL 


5—RONNIE GARVIN 10—JIMMY VALIANT 
231, Montreal, Quebec 251, New York, NY 


6—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
7—BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 
8—JAKE ROBERTS 

243, Baton Rouge, LA 
9—BRETT SAWYER 

242, St. Petersburg, FL 


10—TARRAS BULBA 
237, Outer Mongolia 


1—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
2—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
3—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
4—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


5—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Tulsa, OK 


RATINGS 


For period ended February 20, 1986 


FLORIDA 


1—LEX LUGAR 6—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN | 1—BILL DUNDEE 6—BUDDY LANDELL 
280, Chicago, IL 310, Sweetwater, TX 214, Melbourne, Australia 236, Los Angeles, CA 
2—KENDALL WINDHAM 7—MAHA SINGH 2—RICK CASEY 7—PHIL HICKERSON 
220, Sweetwater, TX 273, Tampa, FL 239, San Antonio, TX 257, Jackson, TN 
3—JESSE BARR 8—MIKE GRAHAM 3—DIRTY RHODES 8—LARRY HAMILTON 
243, Portland, OR 229, Tampa, FL 302, Austin, TX 232, Tampa, FL 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 9—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—AUSTIN IDOL 9—TOJO YAMAMOTO 
236, Sweetwater, TX 260, Midland, TX 240, Las Vegas, NV 230, Tokyo, Japan 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 10—TYREE PRIDE 5—DUTCH MANTEL 10—BILLY TRAVIS 
239, Boston, MA 231, Haiti 242, Bucksnorth, TN 225, Lexington, KY 


CONTINENTAL NORTHWEST 
1—ROBERT FULLER 6—JERRY STUBBS 1—TOM ZENK 6—BRADY BOONE 
238, Dyresburg, TN 235, Pensacola, FL 237, Robbinsdale, MN 236, Charlotte, NC 
2—NORVELL AUSTIN 7—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET} 2—RIP OLIVER 7—SCOTT DORING 
239, Pensacola, FL 227, South Wales 245, Tampa, FL 255, Minneapolis, MN 
3—BRAD ARMSTRONG 8—TOMMY RICH 3—BILLY JACK HAYNES 8—THE ASSASSIN 
226, Marietta, GA 232, Hendersonville, TN 245, Portland 249, parts unknown 
4—TIM HORNER 9—JIMMY GOLDEN 4—BOBBY JAGGERS 9—MOONDOG MORETTI 
235, Morristown, TN 234, Montgomery, AL 265, Dunlap, KS 245, Boise, ID 
5—ROBERTO SOTO 10—JOHNNY RICH 5—MIKE MILLER 10—COCOA SAMOA 
231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 238, Hendersonville, TN 260, Memphis, TN 239, Samoa 


MOST POPULAR 


MOST HATED 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—JUNKYARD DOG 1—KING KONG BUNDY 6—NIKITA KOLOFF 

302, Venice Beach, CA 260, New Orleans, LA 446, Atlantic City, NJ 276, Moscow, Russia 
2—DUSTY RHODES 7—RONNIE GARVIN 2—RIC FLAIR 7—TULLY BLANCHARD 

302, Austin, TX 231, Montreal, Quebec 243, Minneapolis, MN 235, San Antonio, TX 
3—MAGNUM T.A. 8—LANCE VON ERICH 3—RANDY SAVAGE 8—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

245, Chesapeake, VA 260, Dallas, TX 245, Sarasota, FL 274, Sunset Beach, HI 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 9—BARRY WINDHAM 4—STAN HANSEN 9—JIM GARVIN 

260, Denton, TX 236, Sweetwater, TX 322, Borger, TX 235, Tampa, FL 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 10—TERRY TAYLOR 5—RICK RUDE 10—DICK SLATER 

238, Honolulu, HI 225, Vero Beach, FL 246, Robbinsdale, MN 235, Tampa, FL 


ANALYSIS 


Tag team turmoil: You'll notice that 
in this issue’s tag team ratings, five of 
the 10 teams listed are “contender 
teams” rather than championship title- 
holders. The ratings committee gener- 
ally gives first consideration for a ratings 
slot to championship teams, but as we 
go to press there are three major tag 
team titles vacant: the U.S. tag team title 
(formerly held by Wahoo McDaniel and 
Billy Jack Haynes), the World Class tag 
team championship (formerly held by 
Chris Adams and Gino Hemandez) and 
the National tag team title (formerly held 
by Ole and Arn Anderson). As a result, 
many more contender teams came un- 
der consideration for rankings. We an- 
ticipate that some of these ranked con- ments on our ratings. Send them to: Rat- 
tenders will claim one or another of the Hick ceouhid Ioke Robes ings Analysis c/o Wrestling 86, Box 48, 
three vacant titles in upcoming tourna- ae aa Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 0 


ments across the country. 
Ratings changes: Since many of the 
names in our Top 10 are repeated else- 
where in the ratings, we have changed 
the underlines in that category to corre- 
spond to the way tag teams are notated: 
with championship or contender status 
rather than weights and home towns 
. .. Jake Roberts may be in the WWF as 
you read this, but as we go to press 
he’s still contracted for several matches 
in the Mid-South. Asa result, he re- 
mains in the Mid-South ratings at num- 
ber eight (don’t forget to check the “for 
period ended” notation at the top of this 
pagel). 
Mail: We enjoy reading your com- 
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The World Class area has withdrawn from the National Wrestling 
Alliance, officials announced on February 20. Before a large press 
gathering, World Class officials stated that they could no longer 
tolerate the disqualification rule that in effect allows champions 
to retain their titles through self-disqualification. Although 
World Class will still recognize Ric Flair's NWA championship, they 
plan to regard their top title-the World Class champion—on an equal 
par. The American championship (currently held by Rick Rude) will 
henceforth become known as the World Class heavyweight 
championship. Ken Mantell, a World Class official, says that there 
will be some unique rule applications to the World Class 
heavyweight champion: The title can change hands on a 
disqualification, countout, or referee's decision in case of a 
time-limit expiration. This provides referees in the World Class 
area with far more power to determine championships than in any 
other federation in the sport. (In a related story, see ''You 
Decide'' on page 44.) 


Jim Cornette's mother has filed an injunction against the NWA. The 
legal order is intended to nullify action taken by the NWA against 
Cornette, specifically the levying of a $5,000 fine against the 
Manager of The Midnight Express for using his tennis racket to 
interfere in NWA World tag team title matches. "As far as I'm 
concerned, $5,000 is a drop in the bucket,'' Cornette told 
Wrestling 86, ''but mother feels that it's a matter of principle. 
And I'm not about to stand in the way of something mother wants to 
do. She's a Cornette—she'll spend $50,000 on this matter to prove 
her point," 


Chris Adams was contacted in England, shortly after Wrestling 86 
visited the blinded wrestler at his home in Statford on Avon, and 
asked him to comment on the death of Gino Hernandez, the man who 
inflicted his career-threatening injury. Adams' reaction to the 
news provided a chaotic mixture of conflicting emotions: ''I hate 
to admit it,'' Adams told Wrestling 86, "but my initial emotion 
was, well, I almost felt good. I mean, I still have a lot of anger 
about what Gino did to me, and I felt in my gut that Gino... 
well, I don't want to say he deserved it, but, you know. After I 
thought about it, though, I think I went into shock. I mean, my 
God! He's dead! I mean, I have a lot of anger in me, but I don't 
want him dead. I'm just very confused about my emotions now. All I 
can say for sure is that it comes as a complete shock to me, A 
complete shock,.'' 


The ratings for the first World Championship Wrestling prime time 
television Special on WTBS are in. The program, aired on February 
7, received a 3.5 rating and a 5.9 share, indicating that 1.2 
million homes tuned in to the special. According to promoter Jim 
Crockett, that's double the amount of viewers who tuned in to the 
76ers-Lakers NBA game the previous week. Further prime time WTBS 
specials are planned, but no dates have been set as of yet. And in 
a related development, ESPN renewed its contract to broadcast AWA 
wrestling through the end of 1987. 
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...IN JUST 5 FUN MINUTES A DAY! 


Introducing Ike Berger’s, an Olympic Gold 
Medalist’s, amazing new BELLY 
BLASTER™...designed to whip the most 
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We know that ugly “stomach bulge” results from fat, legs and arms too! 
flabby, weak stomach muscles caused by today’s soft, TENSION EFFECT SELF-REGULATING. User's arms 


easy living and lack of vigorous physical work or exercise. anq legs can regulate tension level to suit individual's 
This can be corrected by exhausting situps and leg lifts needs. 


OR by using the speed method accidentally found. By } ‘ 


tension”—| discovered that the speeded-up results dra- | COMmodates any waist size. 

matically cut my daily exercise time toa fraction ofwhatit FULLY PORTABLE. Slips easily into pocket or purse. 
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; gery. m jogging, etc., from reclining position. Pat. Pend. 
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The scientific reason for this amazing result was later ¢ 

explained to me. It's called SYNOTENSION ™ —meaning IRON-CLAD 30 prcerntaicblmtcd GUARANTEE 

that when you combine the method of synchronizing the In just a few days you must actually begin to see measurable, real 
tension-generating power of arms + legs—you get a results . . . or your money back, promptly, without question. 
greater muscle toning power than either of them sepa- 

rately—and much faster too! Using the principle of SYN-  r—————= ———-SEND TODAY!-— — ------—- 


OTENSION™, | designed the BELLY BLASTER™ spe- 
cially constructed to employ this amazing principle of 
body dynamics. And boy, does it work ... it virtually 
“blasts away” at weak, belly fat and flab to sculpture a 
midsection that you can't wait to “show off” at the beach 

. and in just five fun minutes a day—not hours of 
exhausting, strenuous workouts. In addition to reshaping 
and toning your body, a FREE accompanying easy to 
follow diet plan will help speed up weight loss, if weight 
loss is one of your objectives, to speed away ugly, embar- 
rassing fat & flab. 


WORKS ON ARMS/LEGS TOO (Secondary Effect) Si- 3 
multaneously with its powerful effect on the stomach ® | CITY —____ STATE ______ZIP__ Sew) 


r =“ 
! IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP., Dept. BB3 ! 
| 535 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 ! 
; If the Belly Blaster unit can really start shaping me up 
i in just days, and | mean ALL OVER (legs, thighs, hips, | 
, Waist), | will keep it and use it...otherwise, | will want a | 
| full refund. Rush Belly Blaster to me. | 
1 | enclose $9.95 (plus $1.50 for P&H). NY residents add | 
I sales tax: NYC 8%, NYS 5%. Save $1.00! Order 2 and." 
1 send $18.90 plus $1.50 P&H. . ' 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Pro Wrestling mae 
LORDS OF THE RING _RINGMASTEI S: . 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 


ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 


Great American Bash"—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘“‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 


people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 
@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 


®@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 
@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

®@Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@A\l this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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| Make check or money order payable and send to: { Make check or money order payable and send to: 

TV SPORTS TV SPORTS 

| BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING | BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 

| Please check which format you want: O VHS 0 Beta Please check which format you want: O VHS 0 Beta 


Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 


| "ase rush me ______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
| tape | ‘anv-ordering. 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail, 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


